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Rifling through our fun bags of mail 


looking for to complete a run. While we 
love reading comics on the iPad, we’re 
sure there’s room (and a reason) for both 
digital and traditional comics! 


Just thought I'd send in some pics from a 
Halloween adventure: If Spider-Man and The 
Black Cat had an adventure, this is what it'd 
look like. 


DID SOMEONE 
SAY PORN? 


ENOVA ZATZMAN 
VIA EMAIL 


While we’re pretty sure this team-up 
has been presented before, we dig the 
getups, Nova. It’s a shame you’re too 
late for our annual Costume Contest. 


/ co-own one of the largest comic book retail 
stores in the Tampa Bay Area. | have been 
involved in retailing comics since my father and 
/ opened our first store in 1988. 

Why would you write an article titled “Paper 
vs Pixel” (Wizard #232) without any reasoning 
defending the original comic book format? 

For a magazine that used to support the 
industry, you sure seem pretty eager to jump 
Ship, help put a nail into the coffin, and steer 
comic books to their demise. 

STEVE BAGINSKIE 
YANCY STREET COMICS 
VIA EMAIL 


Steve, we do love comics. And we love 
the comics industry. Anything to get 
comics into the hands of fans is okay with 
us. And we admit, there’s no replacing 
that old-school comic smell that you get 
with pre-glossy comics or the feeling of 
finding that back issue that you’ve been 


In Wizard #234, we named 
Deadpool our character of the 
year and then proceded to talk 
about how often he appeared 


Marvel Comics titles that 
Deadpool appeared in 
during 2010 (and if that’s 
not more books than 
Wolverine showed up in, it 
certainly felt that way). 


in 2010. Only problem is, we 
neglected to tell you how many 

times that actually was. We are dummies. The 

stat, as it should've read, is at right. TWS 


Ring in your 2071 with 
Mike Mignola's === 
Hellboy and B.PR.D. 


t seems only appropriate that Wizard's 2010 
Creator of the Year Mike Mignola has plans 
to crank his signature creations all the 
way to 11 in the New Year. 

The writer/artist/executive 
producer behind He//boy and 
B.P.R.D.—not to mention spinoffs and 
new projects such as Witchfinder and 
his Baltimore comics—has another full 
slate of goodness planned for 2011, and 
while he’s keeping his plans mum, he 
does hint that major turning points are 
ahead for his two tent-pole books. 

“| don’t want to do spoilers, 
but one thing | became aware of 
about a year ago is that Hellboy and 
B.P.R.D. split apart 
in such different 
directions. [Last] 
year, Liz, in the future, 
sees a picture of Hellboy as a 
member of the B.P.R.D.,” says 
Mignola. “That’s going to happen 
at some point in the future... 
probably. How far in the 
future, if | know, | can’t tell 
you. | can’t say anything 
more than [2011's] going 
to be a really significant 
life-change for Hellboy.” 
THE WIZARD STAFF 
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This is what the inside of 
Mike Mignola’s mind looks 
like ALL THE TIME! 


This two-part mini marks the first collaboration 
between Mignola and painter extraordinaire Scott 
Hampton (Books of Magic), and this dynamic duo 
pits Hellboy against a coming vampire apocalypse. 
Maybe he could take out those pretty-boy poseurs 
on “Vampire Diaries” while he’s at it? (JANUARY) 


With the entire globe on the verge of extinction, 
it’s up to the Bureau of Paranormal Research and 
Defense to step up and earn that U.N. funding. 
But when they cross paths with a young girl who 
seemingly possesses second sight, will she wind 
up helping the team, or hasten the end of the 
world? Mignola, co-writer John Arcudi and Guy 
Davis have your answers. Gods then gives way to 
a follow-up two-parter titled Monsters, with both 
minis being collected in one trade, and after that, 
Abe Sapien gets a new two-parter by Mignola, 
Arcudi and a new artist still to be announced. 
(JANUARY) 


Liz Sherman gets the spotlight in this three-part 
mini that chronicles her fiery, traumatic childhood 
and the first case she worked on with the B.P.R.D. 
and Professor Bruttenholm—a classic haunting 

in spooky old New England. Joining Mignola on 
writing duties will be longtime HB Editor Scott 
Allie (Solomon Kane), with art by Karl Moline 
(Fray) and covers by Jo Chen (Buffy). (TBD) 


Mignola’s Victorian era occult investigator Sir 
Edward Gray travels to the colonies for a five- 
part Wild West adventure drawn by legendary 
EC Comics artist John Severin, with Mignola and 
Arcudi saddling up as well. (FEBRUARY) 


Mignola’s gothic crossover—he penned a prose 
novel starring this hardened vampire hunter 
operating in a world decimated by plague and 
hungry bloodsuckers—makes another graphic 
go-round in this sequel to The Plague Ships. 
Joining Mignola this time around will be co-writer 
Christopher Golden and artist Ben Stenbeck (TBD) 


Hellboy may be the King of England these days, 
but he’s finding the crown pretty heavy, hence 

his “fury” at the supernatural creatures amassing 
against him. Mignola and Duncan Fegredo 
collaborate once again for this installment, 

which could mark a major turning point in the 
Mignolaverse. “As we see Hellboy and B.P.R.D. 
continuity coming back together, it all ties up 
[here],” says Allie. What that entails remains to be 
seen, but if it means a Hellboy/Bureau reunion, we 
say: “Hell, yeah!" (JUNE) 


UNDER © 


ince 1992, Top Cow Productions has been one of the industry’s leading 

independent publishers. Founded by Marc Silvestri, the superstar 

artist who rose to fame on Marvel’s Wolverine and X-Men, Top Cow has 

developed its own stable of recognizable characters. Wizard spoke with 
Publisher Filip Sablik to learn what TCP fans should graze on in 2011. 
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PUTTING THE ART IN ‘ARTIFACTS’ 

“The biggest thing we have going on is 

[our mega-event] Artifacts” Sablik says. 
“For five years, we've been seeding this 
story that there are 13 mystic artifacts. If 
you bring them all together in one spot, 
a lot of bad sh-- happens.” 

Sablik expects readers to dig in and 
take part in solving the continuing 
mystery, which for the uninitiated, 
centers around Sara Pezzini, the star 
of Witchblade, and Jackie Estacado, 
protagonist of The Darkness. The two 
characters have a child together called 
Hope, whose disappearance is the key 
event that sets Artifacts in motion and 
propels the whole story forward. 


“We've made a great deal of headway 
in what Top Cow is as a brand. People 
looking for an entry point have found 
that through Artifacts,” says Sablik. 
“We've been threading this through 
Witchblade and The Darkness, but we 
haven't revealed yet what the thirteenth 
artifact is. It's something that's never 
appeared in the Top Cow Universe. It's 
never been named.” 

Sablik explained that the 13-part series 
will be divided between three different 
art teams, with a “super-secret guest 
artist” brought in to do the final issue. 

“| think the biggest influence as a 
publisher and editor is in trying to 
create an event that accomplishes what 


an event is supposed to do,” explains 
Sablik. “The publishing reason to do it 
is to create a reason for people to want 
to read all these books. So we try to do 
it the way | would want it done as a fan 
and as a reader.” 


*BLADE STILL SHARP 

“This year, Witchblade is going to 

hit issue #150. And it’s the fifteenth 
anniversary of the book,” says Sablik. 
“Stjepan Stejic and Ron Marz have 
formed a strong creative team. Ron's 
been writing the book since issue #80. 
You don't see a lot of that any more, 
committed creative teams that work 
together on a book for a long time. At 


BY PAUL PELKONEN 


the same time, The Darkness is on track 
to hit issue #100 this year. Phil Hester 


: has been the writer on that series since 


we re-launched it.” 

Magdalena, a comic with serious 
religious overtones, also plays an 
important part in Artifacts. One of the 
artifacts is the Spear of Destiny, which 
according to legend pierced the side of 
Christ at the Crucifixion. “You have all 
these mystical questions being asked,” 
Sablik says. “The fans try to solve the 
mystery as they go through the story 
One of the Witchblade bearers was Joan 
of Arc. The Spear of Destiny has passed 
down through history, from Magdalena 
to Magdalena. We try to tie each item 


is couple may be 7 Days from Hell in 
Top Cow Pilot Season series, but our 


into things that people have touchstones : 


for and try to put our stories into an 
historical context.” 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 

But 2011 is about more than the 

big Witchblade/Darkness/Artifacts 
crossover. It marks the return of Pilot 
Season: Just as the company did in 
2010, Top Cow will release five one-shot 
“pilot” issues. “They’re written like TV 
pilots,” Sablik explains. “But there’s a 
little open thread at the end so we can 
pick up and continue with the one the 
fans vote for next November. In 2011, 
there's going to be one winner and the 
fans determine that. 

“As we've developed this event, we've 
found that the tricky part is that writers 
can’t start developing the ongoing 
further series until the fans have voted,” 
he says. “And then you're trying to 
schedule writers and artists. But it’s 
turned into this cool little institution we 
do every fall.” 


He adds that two winners of the initial 


: Pilot Season will have their books come 
out in 2011. Twilight Guardian will launch 
| in January, and The Genius hits stores 

© several months later. 


TAKING THE BULL BY THE HORNS 
: There's also Top Cow’s new Minotaur 
: line, which will do for the company what 
: Epic Comics once did at Marvel: provide 
: an adult creative voice aimed squarely at 
: an older market. 


“The first launch is Echoes, by Joshua 


: Hale Fialkov, a cool story about a guy 
: who's grown up with schizophrenia,” 
: explains Sablik. “He has a normal life, 
: and he’s expecting his first kid. He goes 


to the hospital to reconcile with his 
father, who's on his deathbed. The father 
has Alzheimer’s. So this guy is saying 
goodbye to his dad, who says: ‘Son, | 
need you to go the house and take the 
box of trophies to the police.’ So then 
what do you do? And then a new girl 
goes missing in town.” 

“The other thing is Rest, which just 
got announced as a new series from 
NBC. It’s about this guy who becomes 
Patient Zero for a sleep disorder study. 


i It’s a conspiracy book, slightly sci-fi. We 
: just put the trade out in October. NBC 

i expressed interest and we'll see how 

: that all comes together.” 


Whether new readers are coming in 


: through Artifacts or through a potential 
| TV series, Sablik hopes they will like 
| what they see and stick around. 


“When | think about the Top Cow 


| Universe, | think about a shared, 


contained universe where all of these 
characters cross over and interact,” 
notes Sablik. “It is a universe that has 
existed for over 15 years. It’s largely 
rooted in two seemingly opposing 
concepts: the supernatural and 
mystical faith versus the technological, 
with books like CyberForce and 
Hunter/killer. 

“We set some guidelines for ourselves, 


: modeling what we were doing on 


Marvel's editorial in the 1970s,” says 
Sablik. “These characters all exist in the 
same universe. But we want to reward 
long-term readers who have been with 
us since Witchblade started. At the same 
time, we don’t want to punish people 
dipping their toes in for the first time. 

“| want them to read the complete 
story, and not to be missing anything. At 
the end of it, hopefully, people will want 
to get deeper.” (> 


NEW IDEA 


Hollywood's hottest comics publisher 
follows a fantastical path in 207] 


How to train your dragon in Radical’s 
upcoming Jake The Dreaming probably 
doesn’t involve pointing a sparkler at it. 


adical Publishing may be a relatively new company 
by comic book standards, but the three-year-old 
California-based imprint is already finding success 
defying the industry gospel: They don’t believe 

in superheroes. 

“When people say to me, ‘Why don’t you do superheroes? 
Why don’t we go challenge Marvel or DC?’, we say no,” says 
Publisher Barry Levine. “Our superheroes will be Hercules 
or Aladdin. Our guys are more grounded in reality. The more 
grounded you are, the easier it is to create a fantasy element 
that really exists.” 

Levine made his name photographing iconic bands such 
as KISS, Led Zeppelin and Queen. That visual sensibility has 
translated into the work that Radical has been publishing. 

“Being a rock photographer, my stuff was a little different,” 
he points out. “I used to light my stuff theatrically.” Levine 
and Editor-in-Chief David Wohl gave Wizard a picture of the 
company’s rise and its plans for 2011. 


\ DreamWorks acquired the Radic 
‘series Earp: Sinners and Saints 
ker Raimi attached to direct. 


Take that, Print@of Persia! 
Aladdin Kicks majg} demonic ass in 
Radical'saie offfteé fantasy icon. 


Thumbing through the Radical catalogue is like a walk through 
history. The company’s first major title was Caliber, which 
moved the Arthur legend to the Old West. 2010 saw legendary 
spy Mata Hari get her own book. And the company’s revisionist 
takes on Hercules and Aladdin allows readers’ imagination 

to roam free while exploring the dark corners of the fabled 
heroes. 

“With stories like Hercules, we took an opportunity to take 
something that people thought they knew and turn it into 
something more mature,” says Wohl. “We took the character 
and moved him past the familiar stories, a little further along in 
his timeline. 

“Aladdin is another story that people think they know. The 
story includes familiar elements: the Djinn, the lamp, and the 
evil sorcerer. But it’s still dark in tone.” 

And despite that more mature take, Wohl maintains that it 
has crossover appeal: “It’s something all ages can enjoy. We 
don’t want to be typecast as the company that only does racy, 
violent, adult comics.” 


ececcccccce 


In 2011, the company rolls out its most ambitious historical 
mash-up yet: Sword of the Apocalypse, a large-scale story that 
brings together great heroes of the medieval age, historical 
and legendary figures alike, who band together on a quest. 

The stars of Sword are King Richard the Lionheart, Robin 
of Locksley, and Saladin, who commanded Muslim forces in 
the Crusades and is considered one of the greatest generals 
of the Middle Ages. But what’s most important about this 
project is that it marks a move away from comic books and 
towards Radical’s “illustrated novel” format, in which, as Levine 
describes it, “the book is written as a novel, and we put from 
30 to 50 renderings to illustrate it.” 

“I think that the goal is to make it all fit,” says Wohl. “You 
take advantage of the different media. There's a certain way to 
tell a story in a comic or in a graphic [novel] or in an illustrated 
novel, but you don’t want the other media to tell the exact 
same story. | want people to see the different version in an 
iPad. Or | want the comic to set up what’s going to happen in 
a film.” 

Radical is busy making a name for itself at the forefront 
of moving comics into the digital age. “There are a lot of 
advantages to the digital media,” Levine says. “It gives the 
writer better opportunities for narrative exposition and better 
development of secondary characters. In standard comic book 
developing, you are limited to the partnership and capabilities 
of the writer and the artist.” 

And it looks pretty cool, too. “You have the ability to use 
those illustrations to lay out something even more complex,” 


Iworld.com 119 


y & 


Levine says. “You've seen our artwork. It’s very detailed. That’s 
one thing I've demanded from the artists and raised the bar 
and challenged them. 

“In the past, it’s been okay not to pay too much attention 
to background and secondary characters. But when you're 
looking at a work on the iPad, you can enlarge any area you 
want. You're exposing yourself to the negative aspect of what 
you should have done. So by not being careful with your 
backgrounds, you do a disservice to the artist and to yourself.” 


THE FUTURE 

The iPad is also a big part of the thinking behind Objivion, a 
futuristic title that features a collaboration between “Tron: 
Legacy” director Joseph Kosinski and comics writer Arvid 
Nelson, creator of the Dark Horse title Rex Mundi. Oblivion 

will be released as a landscape book, with widescreen images 
telling the story in a move that’s 90 degrees from the standard 
comic book format. But besides the format experiment, the 


In Caliber, you’d better not bring 
» your Wii controller to a gunfight, 
or it might just short out. 


story transcends mediums. “It’s our sci-fi love story,” Levine 
says. “Great epic, with set pieces—it takes place in the far, far 
future. Kosinski has one of the most wonderful imaginations 
of anyone I’ve ever met. What’s unique about him is that his 


: background is as an architect. He’s imbued with a sense of 


design. And | think ‘Tron’ is going to show people what he’s 
capable of. What James Cameron did for ‘Avatar, he’s going to 


: do for ‘Tron’: He’ll show people what's capable of being done.” 


“Oblivion is set on a post-apocalyptic Earth, where you 
can still see Giants Stadium under this dust,” explains Wohl. 
“Scavengers roam the Earth, and humanity is living in these 
sky-towers and trying to survive.” 

Another new Radical book set in a far-flung future is 
Shrapnel, a sci-fi setting starring a so-called Space Marine. 


: “Shrapnel is a big, epic space opera,” Wohl explains. “It’s in 


our solar system. The outlying planets are occupied by Space 
Marines, and everyone is genetically modified. And there’s a 
new racism, between people who are genetically modified and 
those that aren’t. Our main character is a Space Marine who 
attacks what turns out to be a peaceful demonstration on the 
planet Venus. She changes sides and leads a rebellion against 
the Solar Alliance.” 


THE FARTHER FUTURE 

With a diverse array of titles and genres, are there plans to 
create a “Radical Universe”? Levine thinks that there’s room 
for that idea. “In order to do that, one has to create enough 
assets, characters and stories,” he says. “When we started 
doing Hercules for example, people asked ‘Why are you doing 


_ that? It’s been done.’ But the truth is, that if you approach any 


piece, any story, any character and develop a unique take on 
the character, if you bring an original perspective that helps 
embellish and enhance one’s understanding of that character, 
who cares? ‘Cause you’re creating something unique.” 2 


ARCHAIA *) 
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Heavyweight 
partners turn 
up the heat 
for boutique 
publisher 


rchaia Comics 

has a rep for 

delivering 

i WA smart, visually 

rich books that play on 
readers’ emotions; in short, 
the thinking fan’s comics. 
Twenty-eleven shows no 
signs of slowing down, with 
hot new books from creators 
like...Jim Henson? 


Bh lout (April) 
In this deluxe hardcover 
graphic novel based on the 
pulpy noir MMO shooter 
CrimeCraft, some of the 
comic industry's hottest 
superstars contribute art, 
including Nathan Fox, Zach 
Howard, David Williams, 
Ben Templesmith, Howard 
Chaykin, Glenn Fabry, and 
Trevor Hairsine, 
with covers by 
Tim Bradstreet. 

Writer Mike 
Kennedy (Aeon 
Flux, Ghost) takes 
on the world of 
the Bleedout 
expansion pack 
to CrimeCraft and 
shows us how this 
tragic future came 
to be, based on 
our own current 
events. Look for 
the game title 
from Vogster “ Sere 
Entertainment to . Z With artists like Tim Bradstreet contributing 


hit prior to book's fe “a to Archaia’s Bleedout, we expect our 


wallets to start hemorrhaging for this book. 
release. 
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(Fall) 
Inside the June Alley Inn, mice gather to tell tales, 
each trying to outdo the other. With the winner 
getting his bar tab cleared, fantastic stories are 
spun throughout the evening, but they’re brought 
to life by artists Kenneth Rocafort, Stan Sakai, Bill 
Willingham and series creator David Petersen, 
among others. “The first volume was so popular 
that creators started coming to David to ask to 
contribute,” says Caylo. “Doing a second volume 
became a no-brainer.” 


(To Be Announced) 
Not only will The Dapper Men continue with another 
original graphic novel from writer Jim McCann 
and illustrator Janet Lee, expect collected editions 
including: Days Missing Vol. 2: Kesus by Phil Hester, 
art by David Marquez (May), Critical Millennium: 
The Dark Frontier by Andrew E.C. Gaska and art by 
Daniel Dussault (March), Lucid Vol. 7 by “True Blood” 
actor Michael McMillian with art by Anna Wieszczyk 
(April), the second volume of the retro-hit Fraggle 
Rock, as well as the third volume of Petersen’s 
runaway hit Mouse Guard, entitled “The Black Axe.” 


(March) 
At the end of a yearlong battle with 
cancer, Amelia Johnson asks her 

two closest friends to take her final 
messages to the people who have 
touched her life the most. “We think 
An Elegy for Amelia Johnson has the 
potential to be the next Blankets or 
Asterios Polyp,” explains Archaia PR 
guru Mel Caylo. “It’s a very touching, 
heartfelt story about relationships 
and the human condition, and it will 
resonate with readers who've ever had 
to deal with loss.” 


(May) 
Archaia teams up with sci-fi icon 
Zachary Quinto’s (“Star Trek,” “Heroes”) 
Before the Door production company 
for a Golden Age tale of cops and 
killers. The ironically named Mr. Murder 
is found dead, and it's up to long- 
retired gumshoe Gould Kane to put 
together the clues and solve the cryptic 
case. “Mr. Murder harkens back to 
the classic Dick Tracy strips but with 
a harder, more sophisticated edge,” 
teases Caylo. “People are going to be 
very surprised by it.” 


SECRET STASH © 


A 2071 preview of must-read indie and alt-comix titles 


Walt Disney’s Mickey Mouse Vol. 1 (Fantagraphics) 

In this first-ever comprehensive collection of Floyd 
Gottfredson’s 1930s Mickey Mouse strips, the culturally iconic 
rodent stars as a two-fisted adventure hero: white-water 
racing, on the lam from the law and battling boxers for 
Minnie’s hand. If you loved Fanta’s Complete Peanuts, build a 
better mousetrap and snare this bad boy. MAY | $29.99 


COMPLETE 


The Complete Crumb 
Comics Vol. 13 & 15 
(Fantagraphics) 

Iconic alt creator Robert 
Crumb gets two volumes 
of his work reprinted: 

Vol. 13 spotlights his late 
‘70s output, including 
collaborations with Harvey 
Pekar, while Vol. 15 examines 
his magazine work from 
Weird circa 1983-1985. 

MR | MAY | $19.99 each 


: Homeland Directive 

| (Top Shelf) i 
: The Surrogates writer Robert 

: Venditti teams with Mike i 
: Huddleston (The Coffin) to 

: present this sci-fi thriller in 
: which a scientist goes on the i 
| run after uncovering a secret 

: conspiracy that touches 

: every citizen in the United 

: States—and it’s NOT those 

: nude pat-downs from the 

: TSA! LATE 2011 | $14.95 


Scenes from an 
Impending Marriage 


Incredible Change-Bots Two (Top Shelf) 
Cartoonist Jeffrey Brown skewers transforming 
robots in this delightfully low-tech parody. 
Here, Shootertron has been abandoned on 
Earth by the other Change-Bots, but no 
worries—they've got their GPS working and are 
headed back for another go-round! 

MARCH | $14.95 


Murder by High Tide (Fantagraphics) 
Besides fried potatoes, airy pastries and delightful 
vintages, the French got something else right: 
crime stories. In these never-before-translated noir 
tales by Maurice Tillieux, hard-boiled, wise-cracking 
detective Gil Jordan investigates the disappearance 
= of an antiques dealer, and must protect a client 
from an escaped convict with a murderous grudge. 
JUNE | $18.99 


Scenes From an Impending Marriage 

(Drawn & Quarterly) 

Acclaimed indie creator Adrian Tomine crafted this 
biographical comic about his nuptials as a wedding 
favor for his guests, and within the strips, pokes 

_ fun at modern marriage rites: hiring a DJ, scouting 

locations, fittings and dance lessons. 

JANUARY | $9.95 


Isle of 100,000 Graves (Fantagraphics) 
Norweigan cartoonist Jason collaborates with 
writer Fabien Vehimann (7 Psychopaths) for 

this black comedy about young would-be sailor 
Gwenny and her search for her missing sea captain 
father, a quest that takes her to the titular isle 

that houses fantastic treasures—and a school for 
torturers and executioners. TEEN+ | MAY | $14.99 


Dungeon Quest Book Two (Fantagraphics) 
Writer/artist Joe Daly hooked us with the tagline: 
“What if Cheech & Chong lived in an RPG?” Stoners 
on a quest for the Atlantean Resonator Guitar 
encounter “giant spiders, river trolls and copious 
amount of weed’ in this high-flying action 

ay comedy perfect for the MMORPG crowd. 

BD s+ || APRIL | $12.99 


DUNGEON 
( QUEST , 


(ome 


Take a Joke (Fantagraphics) 

Hard-hitting humorist Johnny Ryan presents 
another collection of his truly tasteless material, 
this time around focusing on his long-form stories 
from Angry Youth Comix. Autopsies on Santa Claus, 
orgies with condiment bottles and a poop-eating 
Godzilla populate this antagonizing anthology. 

MR | JUNE | $18.99 


AMAN CENTURY: 


— RSVIN 
ONES 


League of Ext 
Gentlemen Vo! 
Century: 1969 (Top Shelf) 
Alan Moore and Kevin O'Neill 
take their literary crusaders 
into the era of Free Love, 

as Nina Murray and her 
ragtag compatriots navigate 
the trippy Sixties to battle 
occultists and stop the birth 
of a would-be antichrist. 
Perhaps a team-up with 
Austin Powers is in order? 
LATE 2011| Price TBA 


Like a Sniper Lining Up 
His Shot (Fantagraphics) 
Fans of 100 Bullets and 
Criminal won't want to pass 
up this neo-noir thriller, as 
Jacques Tardi adapts the 
novel by classic French 
crime novelist Jean-Patrick 
Manchette. Hired killer Martin 
Terrier is out to do one last 
job before he retires, but the 
set-up blows up in his face, 
forcing him on the run from 
his mob bosses. 

TEEN+ | AUGUST | $18.99 


Liar’s Kiss (Top Shelf) 

Nick Archer’s a sleazy P.I. 
working two sides of the 
same case: A millionaire hires 
Archer to prove his wife is 
faithful, but our private dick 
is also shtupping her on the 
side! Things go from bad to 
worse when the millionaire 
turns up dead with wifey as 
the main suspect; that’s why 
you never rub another man’s 
rhubarb. 

LATE 2011 | Price TBA 


LAUNCH 


(DC COMICS) 
Go back to the future—full time! Twenty- 
something badass Terry McGinnis (aka 
Batman Beyond) gets a doozy of a case 
right out the gate: A new super-menace 
has not only stomped the Justice League, 
he's taken Terry mom's hostage! Will Bruce 
Wayne need a Geritol to help? JAN. 5 | $2.99 


New Year new 
number ones 
you should 
resolve to get 


DARTH VADER AND THE 
LOST COMMAND #1 
(of 5) (Dark Horse) 

Darth Vader finds himself 
in a sticky wicket when 
e’s forced to lead a 
rescue expedition to save 
he son of his Imperial 
nemesis, Grand Moff 
Tarkin. Should he Force 
he kid to safety, or strike 
a blow against his hated 
enemy? And doesn’t the 
Empire have AAA, they 
gotta call Vader to fix a 
lat? No wonder the guy’s 
always chokin’ people 
with his mind. 

“Escort? Darth Vader don't JAN. 26 | $3.50 


need no stinkin’ escort! You 
‘guys protect my.cape!” 


BOOK OF LILAH GN (Kickstart Comics) INFESTATION #1 (IDW) THE INFINITE VACATION #1 (\mage) 
Bookish young Lilah has to deal with a lot What do Star Trek, Transformers, G.I. Joe Rising star writer Nick Spencer (Morning 
more than overdue fines when a secret and Ghostbusters have in common? They're Glories, Supergirl) presents this high- 
society called The Keepers—charged all about to be zombie food! (But seriously, concept sci-fi thriller: Mark lives in a future 
with protecting the world’s accumulated the Enterprise has phasers and photon world where changing realities is as easy as 
knowledge—comes to her for help on their torpedoes, and what about the ‘Busters’ checking email. But when his duplicates start 
ancient mission. Can’t you just download proton packs? They ain't 'fraid a no ghouls!) showing up dead, Mark may have to cut his 


that app on your iPhone? JANUARY | $14.99 |» JANUARY | $3.99 Infinite Vacation short. JAN. 12 | $3.50 


DOCTOR WHO #1 (|DW) 


In the comics debut for the Eleventh Doctor (Matt 
Smith on the BBC sci-fi hit), the TARDIS gets infected 
by alien spam, forcing him, Amy and Rory to land on 

an alien planet that’s been targeted for extermination. 
Look for the special split gatefold cover that reveals the 
inner workings of the TARDIS! JANUARY | $3.99 


ULTIMATE COMICS CAPTAN AMERICA #1 
(of 4) (Marvel) 

Wolverine: Weapon X cohorts Jason Aaron 
and Ron Garney get ultimate with the Super- 
Soldier in this solo spinoff story, in which 
Ultimate Cap battles enemies from his past— 
the Captain America of the Vietnam War! 

If this guy's anything like Tom Berenger in 
“Platoon,” ol’ Ulti-Cap might be in for some 
serious shiz. JAN. 5 | $3.99 


GRIMM FAIRY TALES: MYTHS & 
LEGENDS #1 (Xenoscope) 

In this twisted take on Little Red Riding 
Hood, there are wolves on Red's tail, and 
the path to grandma's house is fraught with 
danger—lucky for us, she’s got a miniskirt, 
bodice and thigh-high boots for protection! 
JANUARY | $2.99 


| MASS EFFECT: EVOLUTION #1 (of 2) 
: (Dark Horse) 


This comics-only storyline gives fans of the 
million-selling video game sensation a tasty 
tidbit: the secret origin of the Illusive Man! 
As humanity takes to the stars, mankind 
learns that cutting through your neighbor's 
yard carries a fatal penalty, JAN. 19 | $3.50 


MEMOIR #1 (of 6) (Image) 
Ever wake up and forget who you are, and 


: how you got there? (No? You should live it 
: up more!) That happens to the entire town 


of Lowesville in this six-part mystery—all 
except a mysterious man who remembers 
everything...including the cause behind this 
mass amnesia. JAN. 19 | $3.50 


DAREDEVIL: REBORN #1 (of 4) (Marvel) 
Following Shadowland, Daredevil’s 
heroic legacy is a thing of the past, and 
once again, Matt Murdock must pick 
himself back up (hence, riffing on the 
classic Frank Miller story, “Born Again”). 
Far from Hell’s Kitchen, Matt searches 
for redemption (or he could just 
program his GPS unit, as long as Foggy 


drives). JAN. 5 | $3.99 


THE NEW YORK FIVE #1 (DC/Vertigo) 
Local collaborators Brian Wood (DMZ) and 
Ryan Kelly (Lucifer) reunite to chronicle the 
story of five young girls as they deal with 
college life in the Big Apple, complete with 
stalking, dating older (and shadier) dudes 
and surviving the Lower East Side. (Learn 
the subway system!) MR | JAN. 26 | $2.99 


PHOENIX #0 (Ardden Entertainment) 
Aarden Entertainment revives one-time 
upstart publisher Atlas Comics’ creations! 
Talk about a homecoming: Ed Tyler comes to 
visit his ailing mother, only to encounter his 
ex-flame, former best friend...and a mystery: 
the whole town vanishes! Sounds like a job 
for the Phoenix! JANUARY | $3.99 


CAPTAIN AMERICA: HAIL HYRDA 

#1 (of 5) (Marvel) 

Horror novelist Jonathan Mayberry 
(Punisher Vs. The Marvel Universe) 
teams with five different artists to 
recount Cap’s ongoing battle with 
immortal terrorist group. Can even 

the Star-Spangled Avenger stop the 
undying horrors unleashed in the name 
of eternal life? JAN. 5 | $2.99 


Behold the 
crotch of justice! 


SHERLOCK HOLMES: YEAR ONE #1 

(of 6) (Dynamite) 

Scott Beatty (Buck Rogers) pens this “Year 
One” story that unveils the secret origins of 
how Holmes became the world’s greatest 
detective. (Probably took that online 
criminology course from Phoenix University.) 
Teen+ | JANUARY | $3.99 


— 


(s 


t’s no great mystery to Brad Meltzer why he became so 

interested in writing thrillers: It stems from his love of 

reading comic book mind-bogglers. “To me, the best 

mysteries are the ones where, when you get to the end 
you say, ‘I’m surprised,’ but you also kick yourself because 
you should have guessed it,” he says. 

So in honor of the Jan. 11 release of his new novel, The Inner 
Circle (see sidebar), Wizard tasked the best-selling author 
with a stumper of our own: come up with a list of the five 
best comic book mysteries ever. 

Meltzer immediately excluded two iconic comic whodunits: 
Alan Moore and David Gibbons’ immortal Watchmen and his 
own breakthrough series for DC, /dentity Crisis. (“One for the 
reason that everyone agrees on it, and one for the reason that 
it’s a completely schmucky move to include your own work,” 
he says.) Here are the stories that did crack his list: 


The Judas Contract 
(New Teen Titans, DC Comics, 1984) 
Readers knew fairly early on that Tara 
Markov—aka Terra, the Titans’ newest 
member, who could control all elements of 
the earth—was a mole working for the team’s 
greatest enemy, Deathstroke the Terminator. 
The mystery and suspense came into play as to whether she'd 
go through with her betrayal, especially considering she had 
seduced Changeling in the process. “| know there are people 
who will say that’s not a mystery, but it was a mystery,” says 
Meltzer. “And it was a great mystery: She’s infiltrated them, 
now will she kill them? It wasn’t the archetype of dead body, 
find killer, the end. But it had everything a good mystery has, 
which is that thrill of turning the page to find out exactly 
what's going to happen next.” 


l (Legion of Super-Heroes, 
DC Comics, 1982) 

Fans of the 3lst-century super- 
group believed the unseen villain 
plaguing the team would be 
someone from their usual rogues 
gallery. So imagine their shock 
(and ours) when it’s revealed to 
be Darkseid, the scourge of the 
20th century. “It is absolutely 
ruined now for anyone who's 
never read it, because the 

reveal is on the cover of the 
[trade paperback]. The greatest 
mystery of the book was, ‘Who 
is the villain?’ and at that point 
in time, although it seems so 
damn obvious today, it was not 
guessable.” 


(Viz Media, 2003-2009) 

Based ona story 

from Astro Boy, Naoki 
Urasawa’s futuristic whodunit 
series is “basically the best comic 
book mystery that I've read in 
the last 10 years,” says Meltzer. 
“| usually hate manga, but in 
this book, it’s really about these 
robots and who's slowly killing 
the most powerful robots on 
Earth—which sounds like the plot 
of the worst Japanese B-story 
you've ever heard, but it’s just 
breathtaking in its execution.” 


Brad Meltzer spills a secret: 
his top five comic book 
whodunits ever 


2006-present) 

The least surprising entry 
on Meltzer’s list is the Icon noir 
series penned by his friend, Ed 
Brubaker, and illustrated by Sean 
Phillips. “I knew it was a good 
book because | was supremely 
jealous of it as | read it,” says 
Meltzer. “I have no favorite 
among the [arcs], because | see 
them as a continuous whole—the 
way he left pieces in one story 
and picked them up in another.” 


f 
| (Marvel/Icon imprint, 


Mcétory 


l (Justice League of 
America #100-#102, DC Comics, 
1972) 

Though the idea has been 
borrowed several times since— 
most recently with Marvel's 
Sentry—the idea of tracking 
down superheroes that nobody 
remembered anymore was 
fresh in 1972. “How did these 
characters exist that nobody has 
heard of? Where did they go? 
What happened to them? Who 
was the seventh Soldier? | loved 
that it wasn’t a whodunit but 
more of a howdunit.” ip 


Careful, Lando. We know where 
her hand has been. Hint: It 
rhymes with “Duke Guytalker.” 


NEW ORLEANS 
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DEE-LIGHTFUL 


Legend of smooth headlines Wizard's New Orleans Comic Con 


e played NFL great 
Gayle Sayers in 
“Brian’s Song,” shined 
opposite Diana Ross 
in “Mahogany” and helped clean 
up Gotham City as a pre-Two- 
Face D.A. Harvey Dent in 1989’s 
“Batman.” But Billy Dee Williams 


a still-busy Hollywood career, 

fans will always know him best 
for one role, even though he left Cloud City behind a long 
time ago in a galaxy far, far way. 

And the actor is perfectly happy that way—Williams is 
proud of his legacy as smooth-talking space-scoundrel 
Lando Calrissian, first seen in “The Empire Strikes Back.” 

“It’s been over 30 years and [the phenomenon] is still 
going,” he tells Wizard. “Even my grandson, who is 3 
years old, is into it. He calls me ‘Granpa Calrissian.’”” 

Williams also says he gets a kick out of talking to fans 
at conventions—including Wizard World New Orleans 
Comic Con (Jan. 29-30), where he’s appearing courtesy of 
Coolwaters Productions. “It’s always nice to commiserate 
with people who have supported you or watched you ove! 


: the years,” he says. 


And it’s not like he isn’t a huge Star Wars fan himself: 
One of his prized possessions is an Ewok head (Note to 
PETA: It’s just a mask) from “Return of the Jedi,” gifted by 


: none other than George Lucas himself. 


Williams wasn’t much older than his grandson when he 


: got his first big break in his hometown, on Broadway, at 
: the ripe old age of 6. “I auditioned and they had to walk 
knows full well that, 50 years into : 


across the stage one time, second time and | wanted to 
do a third time, but they said, ‘That’s okay,’ | didn’t need 
to. And | cried,” Williams says. “I’ve always said, | cried 
my way into showbiz.” 

Later, he caught another big break years later when he 
was cast in the 1959 critically acclaimed film, “The Last 
Angry Man.” From there the native New Yorker’s smooth 
charm helped his career off. By the time Lucas called 


i looking for an actor to embody the one person in the 
galaxy who could play a charismatic enough rogue to rival 


Harrison Ford’s Han Solo in 1980’s “Empire Strikes Back,” 
here was only one obvious choice. 
“They just asked me to play the character, and | guess | 
was the logical choice for that character,” says Williams. “I 


: can’t think of anyone else who could have done it better 


at the time.” ETHAN SACKS 


Time for the popcorn trick! i 


» is) 


Thankfully, the Mayans predicted 
the Earth won’t be destroyed until 
2012—giving us the entire next 12 
months to see an unprecedented 
slate of the movies tailor-made 
for Wizard readers. 


Season of the Witch (Jan. 7) 

Ghost Rider (Nicolas Cage) and 
Hellboy (Ron Perlman) star as knights 
transporting a young woman accused 
of being a witch to a mountain 
monastery in Relativity’s supernatural 
thriller. 


The Green Hornet (Jan. 14) 
See story on page 32. 


The Mechanic (Jan. 28) 

Jason Statham does his best Charles 
Bronson impression in this remake of 
the 1972 classic about a hitman and his 
young apprentice. 


The Rite (Jan. 28) 
See story on page 38. 


1 Am Number Four (Feb. 18) 

A seemingly normal teen has more to 
deal with than the usual high school 
angst: He’s an alien being hunted by 
other aliens in DreamWorks’ adaptation 
of the popular teen novel. 


The Adjustment Bureau (March 4) 
We're hoping this Philip K. Dick 
adaptation, starring Matt Damon as a 


: politician battling the machinations of 
: fate to be with the woman he loves, is 
> more “Blade Runner” than “Paycheck.” 


! Battle: Los Angeles (March 11) 

! Sony had us at Michelle Rodriguez. 
: Watching jets battle aliens is just a 
: bonus. 


: Red Riding Hood (March 11) 

: Grandma, what a big body count you 
: have! Director Catherine Hardwicke 

: (“Twilight”) re-imagines the classic fairy : 
: tale as a gothic horror movie with a 


werewolf on the prowl. 


: Paul (March 18) 

: It’s the geek equivalent of a Reese’s 
: Peanut Butter Cup, as “Spaced” 

: vets Simon Pegg and Nick Frost join 
: forces with Judd Apatow alum Seth 
: Rogen (perfectly cast as an alien) in 
: a Sci-fi comedy that’s set at a comic 
: convention. 


imitless (March 18) 


; A-teamster Bradley Cooper is a 
: struggling writer who takes a “smart 


drug” that gives him 100 percent of his 


: brain, transforming him into the perfect 
: human—until the side effects hit. 


: Sucker Punch (March 25) 

: Only the warped mind of Zack 

: Snyder (“Watchmen”) could have 

: thought up this tale of a teenage girl 


Your 
Highness 


: institutionalized in a mental ward 

: against her will with her only hope of 
: escape retreating to a different reality 
: inside her own mind. Expect a visually 
: stunning mash-up of action movie 

: genres and ladies in lingerie doing the 
: ass kicking. 


: Your Highness (April 8) 
: Move over, Cheech and Chong: James 


Franco and Danny McBride star as two 


3 brothers on an epic quest to smoke as 
: much weed as possible on their way 

: to battle an evil wizard and rescue the 
: damsels in Universal's R-rated action 

; comedy. 


: Hanna (April 8) 

: He may not be the Incredible Hulk 

: anymore, but bad guys still wouldn't 

: like Eric Bana when he’s angry in New 

: Line’s thriller, about a teen girl raised by 
: her father to be an assassin. 


: Source Code (April 15) 

: Jake Gyllenhaal stars as a soldier who 

: wakes up in the body of a witness to a 
: train explosion in this sci-fi thriller from 
: Summit. 


: Thor (May 16) 
See next page. 


undreds of years ago, the Vikings worshipped 
Thor, beseeching him to smote their enemies 
and bring fertility to their fallow fields. In the late 
“60s, a young Kenneth Branagh also worshipped 
the Norse god—and beseeched his parents for money to 
buy the latest copy of the Marvel comic from his local sweet 
shop in Belfast. 

“It just seemed to me that the Thor comic itself 
was carved out of granite,” Branagh tells 
Wizard. “You had the color and swish of 
Superman, and you had the darkness and 
the mystery of Batman...but there was 
something massive about Thor.” 

There is something even more 


“As much 
as he’s a god... 
what’s arresting in 


“And this dial here controls 
the flavor of your beard.” 


he has these superpowers and this super-strength—| think 
what's very arresting in the story is, to be paradoxical and 
contrary about it, the human element,” says Branagh of 
the Shakespearian themes that have been the bread and 
butter of his own career. “The human-like qualities of these 
characters presented in the myths and in the Marvel stories 
as gods, and the family dynamics between fathers and sons, 
and sibling rivalry and the competition for parental 
affection.” 
The on-screen competition between Thor 
and his brother Loki was nothing compared 
to the massive international search to 
find an actor to play the Thunderer. 
Virtual unknown Australian actor Chris 


massive about “Thor” in 2011, as the story is the Hemsworth, best known for his short 
Branagh is discovering while directing ” but tragic turn as Kirk's father in the 
the big-screen debut of Marvel’s human element. 2009 “Star Trek” reboot, beat out 
Thunder God. In theaters May 6, — Kenneth Branagh, “many, many” contenders—including his 
the film will jockey for moviegoers’ director own brother, Liam. 


attentions in a year that is packed with 

Green Lanterns and Hornets, X-Men and 

“Cowboys and Aliens.” But “Thor,” along with 

Marvel’s other big movie of the summer, “Captain 
America: The First Avenger,” also has the added pressure 
of laying the groundwork for Marvel’s franchise-within-a- 
franchise mega-project, “The Avengers,” next year. 

At first blush, Thor Odinson seems a bizarre fit in the 
science-driven movie universe that Marvel has built with the 
“Iron Man” movies—a literal god among men. But Branagh’s 
story is fantastic, not fantasy: Cast out of Asgard by his 
father Odin (Sir Anthony Hopkins), Thor arrives on Earth 
humbled and in need of a human’s help, the nurse Jane 
Foster (Natalie Portman), to stop the machinations of his 
jealous and kinda-evil brother Loki (Tom Hiddleston). 

“As much as he’s a god—he can travel through space and 


But to become a god, Hemsworth needed 
to train for six months to learn to fight with 
a giant hammer. He also put on so much bulk— 
courtesy of a diet regimen fit for the golden hall of 
Asgard—that he could split his costumes just by flexing his 
muscles. 

“In rehearsals, he would stop me talking to say, ‘Ken, Ken, 
stop, | have to have something to eat,’”” recounts Branagh. 
“| said, ‘We're breaking in 20...’ He said, ‘You don't realize, | 
have to have something to eat now.” 

“A quick couple digits on the phone, and in would come 
this enormous plate of food which he’d just wolf down 
because he had to. If you’re Thor, you want to keep an eye 
on your blood sugar. You’ve got a hammer and an angry 
Thor—you really don’t want to be in the room when he’s not 
eating.” ES 


Pirates of the Carribean: 
On Stranger Tides 


Priest (May 13) 

Based on the Korean manwha series 
of the same name, Sony Screen 
Gem's “Priest” stars Paul Bettany as a 
vampire-slaying man of the cloth 


The Pirates of the Caribbean: On 
Stranger Tides (May 20) Shiver our 
timbers! It’s Jack Sparrow as you've 
never seen him before—in 3-D! But 
didn’t we see this plot before in one of 
the previous installments of Disney's 
high-seas franchise? Johnny Depp's 
perpetually bumbling pirate is now 
searching for the Fountain of Youth. 


“ 


Harry Potter 
and the Deathly 
Hallows Part 2 


: X-Men: First Class (June 3) 
: After doing such a “Kick-Ass” job on his 


last superhero film, Matthew Vaughn 
got tapped to direct the prequel to 
Fox’s mutant franchise. James McAvoy 
(“Wanted”) channels his inner Patrick 


: Stewart as Professor X, while Michael 
Fassbender (“Inglorious Bastards”) 


plays the young megalomaniac-in-the- 
making, Magneto. 


: Super 8 (June 10) 


There is intelligent life in the universe, 


et those who worship evil’s might, beware the 
power of DC’s Emerald Avenger now that he’s 
gotten the green light for his own franchise-starting 
blockbuster: Warner Bros. fitted Ryan Reynolds for 
the ring as Hal Jordan, and Peter Sarsgaard for the giant 
prosthetic head of baddie Hector Hammond. “I felt Green 
Lantern was this amalgamation between Chuck Yeager and 
Han Solo,” Reynolds said at San Diego Comic-Con. “A classic 
hero [who can] throw a punch, tell a joke and kiss a girl. 
Who wouldn’t want to play that in a movie?” (June 17) ES 


and it’s whichever Paramount executive 
got writer-director J.J. Abrams (“Star 
Trek”) to team up with his childhood 
idol Steven Spielberg on this ode to the 
sci-fi thrillers of the late 1970s and 


: early '80s, 


: Green Lantern (June 17) 


See sidebar below. 


© Rise of the Apes (June 24) 
: At last, the missing link is revealed in 


the chain of events that led to Charlton 
Heston’s landing on “The Planet of 
the Apes.” James Franco and Freida 


“Check it out: Criss 
Angel taught me this!" 


Cowboys 
and Aliens 


Pinto star as meddling scientists, and 
Andy Serkis plays Caesar, the ape that 
eventually ignites the revolution. 


Transformers: Dark of the Moon (July 1) 
There’s more than meets the eye to the 
third installment in Paramount's mega- 
franchise about robots in disguise—and 
her name is Rosie Huntington Whiteley. 
The British bombshell replaces fan 
favorite Megan Fox, but as long as 
Michael Bay is back in the director's 
chair, all is right on Cybertron. 


Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 
Part Il (July 15) 
2 The exclamation point at the end of 
® J,K. Rowlings’ epic series and Warner 
= Brothers’ even more epic film franchise 
features the long awaited showdown 
3 between Potter (Daniel Radcliffe) and 
Lord Voldemort (Ralph Fiennes) 


> Captain America: The First Avenger 
(July 22) 
See sidebar at right. 


Cowboys & Aliens (July 29) 

> Action icons Daniel Craig and Harrison 
Ford team with “Iron Man” director Jon 
Favreau to fend off an alien invasion in 
the Wild West in Paramount's eagerly 


= novel by Fred Van Lente 


Real Stee! 


The Darkest Hour (Aug. 5) 


: Producer Timur Bekmambetov 
: (“Wanted”) trades the vampires that 


menaced Moscow in his “Daywatch” 


: trilogy for aliens running amok in Russia 


in Summit's sci-fi thriller. Emile Hirsch 


: leads a “Red Dawn”-like ragtag team of 
: teens fighting the good fight 


: Fright Night (Aug. 19) 

? Disney is gambling there's still some 

: bite left in the vampire genre with this 
: 3-D remake of the classic ’80s horror 

> movie. 


: The Apparition (Sept. 9) 
: Putting “Twilight’s” Ashley Greene and 


“Harry Potter’s” Tom Felton in the same 


: movie seems like marketing genius. 


Borrowing a little from the plot of 
“Paranormal Activity” can’t hurt Warner 


: Brothers, either. 


: Real Steel (Oct. 7) 

: It’s like Rocky meets Transformers in 

: DreamWorks’ sci-fi drama about boxing 
: robots in a bleak, far-flung future 

: “Wolverine’s” Hugh Jackman and 
awaited adaptation of the 2006 graphic : 


Evangeline Lilly (“Lost”) provide the 


: sexy human element. 


ed and blue staters can 
come together on at least 
one issue: support for 

t Marvel Studios’ decision 

‘0 bring the Star-Spangled Avenger 
to the big screen. Set during World 
War II and starring a bulked-up 
Chris Evans, “Captain America” lays 
the brick and mortar for next year’s 
“Avengers,” rumored to be based 
on his recovery from ice in modern 
times. In the meantime, you can find 
us on line to see the greatest of the 
Greatest Generation right now. 

“As far as the physicality goes, 
that comes from the serum, and | 
think special effects will help me 
carry the load,” Evans told Wizard 
last spring after his casting was 
announced. “As far as who he is as a 
man, the reason he’s chosen for this 
experiment is because he has a pure 
heart. It’s the morality, the nobility.” 
(uly 22) ES 


Sherlock Homes 2 


The Thing (October 14) 
See sidebar at right 


Part. I (Nov. 18) 
There’s Team Edward, Team Jacob and 
Team We Couldn't Give Less of a Sh: 

s which category the Wizard Staff 
falls under. 


Sherlock Holmes 2 (Dec. 16) 

Robert Downey Jr. and Jude Law buddy 

up once more to get Victorian on su) 
minals in this itchie 


The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo 

(Dec. 21) 

Since MGM's financial woes have 
indefinitely scuttled the next James 
Bond flick, Daniel Craig latched on 

to another huge franchise with the 
Hollywood ‘ation of the first book 
in Stieg Lar international crime 
trilogy sensation. 


The Adventures of Tintin: The Secret 
of the Unicorn (Dec. 28) 
1 the comic strips by Herge, 
or Steven Spielberg and producer 
in (with a dollop of “Avatar” 
le special effects) bring the scrappy 
Belgian reporter to the big screen. (3 


30 


ctor Eric Christian Olsen 

went for a tuna-fish 

sandwich and inadvertently 

stumbled into the shape- 
shifting alien creature from 1981's 
“The Thing” that fueled his childhood 
nightmares. 

“They had it in a room that was 
like a black tent, with low lighting in 
there because whatever the guy was 
doing in there required just a little bit 
of light,” he says months after filming 
wrapped on “The Thing,” the prequel 
to John Carpenter’s masterpiece of 
the same name. “And | remember 
walking around the corner...and boom! 
| froze. | literally just froze in fear and 
like completely went back regressed 
to the 12-year-old version of myself.” 

Thirty years after the release of the 
movie that warped Olsen’s brain, fans 
finally get to learn what happened 
to the ill-fated Norwegian camp of 
scientists that provided the alien's first 
buffet after being thawed out of the 
ice after a 10,000-year nap. Starring 
Mary Elizabeth Winstead (“Scott 
Pilgrim vs. the World”), Joel Edgerton 
(“Star Wars: The Phantom Menace”) 
and Adewawle Akinnuoye-Agbaje 
(“Lost”), the movie is set three days 
before the carnage that befalls R.J. 
MacReady’s group of Americans. (The 
movie, originally scheduled for April, 
was pushed back to Oct. 14 2011.) 


The film borrows heavily from the 
“Lord of the Flies” paranoia of the 
1981 film, says director Matthijis van 
Heijningen Jr. (“Red Rain”), who was 
recommended to producers for the 
job by “Watchmen” director Zack 
Snyder. But does having audiences 
know going in that everyone is going 
to die before the closing credits roll 
handcuff the director? 

“It's like Hamlet—you know he’s 
going to get killed, but you care 
about Hamlet,” Heijningen says. “I 
think it’s great. There’s a scene in the 
movie where they all start singing 
a Norwegian song and it’s a super- 
pretty song. And it’s sad because you 
know they’re all going to die. | love 
that stuff.” 


“It’s sad 
because you 
know they’re all 
going to die.” 


— Matthijs van 
Heijningen Jr., 
director 


ee THI 
GUYS WHO 
A KICK 
THE HORNET 
~ NEST 2" 


EVEN “GREEN HORNET,” DIRECTOR 
MICHAEL GONDRY ADMITS, WHEN 
IT COMES TO THE PULP HERO'S 
BIG SCREEN DEBUT, HE WAS 
THE WRONG MAN FOR THE JOB. 


The director behind the twisted-psyche features “Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind” and “Be Kind Rewind” is describing his “absurd” approach to 
“Hornet,” Sony’s generously budgeted adaptation of the masked vigilante born 
in 1930s radio serials. At least, “absurd” was the direction in the 1990s, when 
he was originally targeted to helm the project for what he believes were all the 
wrong reasons. 

“I was thought of as this ‘cool’ MTV director,” he says. “I was supposed to be 
bringing a nice, ‘hip’ look, but it’s not what I’m about.” 

After relocating to Los Angeles for 18 months of work on “Hornet,” Gondry left. 
The movie—aggressively developed on the heels of the great comic adaptation 
craze that began with the success of 1997’s “Blade”—then spent a decade 
passing through the hands of Kevin Smith, Mark Wahlberg, Jet Li and Stephen 
Chow before settling on the sloped shoulders of Seth Rogen, an actor known 
more for flexing his wit than his biceps. 

When Gondry had finally circled back around following Chow’s exit nearly 13 
years later, one of the most unlikely templates for a superhero film to date was 
created: Gondry was not an action director, and Rogen was not exactly John 
McClane. Were audiences supposed to be laughing with the character, or at him? 
Was this Jack Black flirting with “Green Lantern” all over again? What, exactly, is 
this film, opening Jan. 14, aspiring to be? 

“Think ‘Ghostbusters’ or ‘Back to the Future,’” Gondry says. “It’s an action 


comedy.” And after more than a decade 
in development, the filmmakers say 
they've finally nailed the punch line. 
Rt book projects before: Along 

with co-writer Evan Goldberg, 
he was pitched to author screenplays 
he declines to name, but being cast 
in one was unlikely until “Hornet” 
buzzed past him. The character enjoyed 
a strong popularity as a radio hero 
before dabbling in comics, film serials 
and television, usually saving the day 
by posing as a criminal in order to get 
closer to his quarry and then dispensing 
with them using Bond-style gadgets. 
(The cool car and the sidekick, Kato, 
may hint at a Batman knock-off, but the 
Hornet pre-dates him by three years.) 

The one trick the hero couldn't 
manage: relevant longevity. After his 
TV series lasted only one season in 
1966, the Hornet became little more 
than a pop culture footnote, with most 
audiences—and some comic fans—only 
dimly aware of his existence. 

“It's open for interpretation,” Rogen 
says. “People have a pretty limited pre- 
conceived notion of what the Green 
Hornet is going into it. That’s the best 
situation we could be in.” 

Like Batman, multimillionaire Britt 
Reid pursues vigilantism after the death 
of a parent. Like Batman, he uses a 
sidekick, the martial arts master-slash- 
valet Kato, and deep pockets to fund 
his crimefighting. Unlike Batman, Reid 
doesn’t really have any idea what he’s 
doing. 

“Britt has no talent,” Rogen laughs. 
“These two guys meet and have dreams 
and goals and realize that, as much as 
they might not like each other, they 
need the other to live out these things.” 

That co-dependency isn’t a Wahlberg 
specialty, which makes Rogen’s casting 
fall into place with an audible click. 
“Hornet's” long-running joke is that 
both Reid and Kato might see the other 
as the sidekick; when the 1960s TV 
series was distributed in Asian markets, 
it was renamed “The Kato Show” in 
honor of co-star Bruce Lee’s fame. 

“| have no ego as an actor,” Rogen 
says. “I'm happy for the other guy to be 
the person everyone latches on to and 
is surprised by and really takes away 
the movie.” 

Casting “the other guy” quickly 
became the production's priority 


ogen had been offered comic 


PF. Chang's took serious security 
measures when its delivery guys 
kept getting robbed. 


concern: In many respects, Kato is 
more recognizable (thanks to Lee) than 
his employer. Chow's comedic/kinetic 
martial arts style (“Kung-Fu Hustle”) 
was a match, but when he departed as 
director, he took his performance with 
him. After looking at a “million tapes,” 
Gondry and Rogen settled on Jay 
Chou, a virtual unknown in the U.S. who 
happens to be one of Asia's biggest 
pop stars. 

It's probably no accident Chou was 
chosen, because his fame will easily 
boost overseas business. Rogen 
shrugs: “| didn’t care. That’s a happy 
coincidence. Honestly, it serves the 
character that he’s incredibly famous 
and this megastar overseas because it 
makes it even less likely that he should 
be the sidekick. It’s ridiculous that he’d 
be below me in any way.” 

For his first English-language role, 
Chou surfed YouTube.com for clips of 
Lee’s performance as Kato, if for no 
other reason than to figure out what 
not to do. “It’s so hard to imitate Lee 
because he’s the god of martial arts,” 
Chou says via an interpreter. “| want to 
make the performance my own.” 

The actor trained for several 
weeks—he had done only limited fight 
choreography in music videos—while 
Rogen cut his body fat down to make 
Reid’s minimal athleticism more 


believable. (The 28-year-old actor still 
has no idea how much he can bench: 
“| took a very inactive role in my 
exercise.”) 

To oppose them, Gondry offered the 
role of gangster “in a mid-life crisis” 
Chudnofsky to Christoph Waltz, the 
Oscar-winning actor who had his choice 
of follow-up projects after “Inglourious 
Basterds.” His affection for Rogen was a 
deciding factor in accepting the part. 

“He's very wit-ty.” Waltz says in 


Why does Christoph Waltz rock a gas. 
mask in “Green Hornet”? Probably 
that whole “smelt it, dealt it” thing. 


a crisp Austrian accent. Knowing 
nothing about comics, working with 
the comedian was the primary selling 


point. “It’s not because I’m such a snob, 


it’s just something that’s not within 
my world, And there were so many 
interesting things | had never done 
before and wanted to do.” 

Like? “They taught me how to spin 
cars in a huge parking lot in Los 
Angeles. We buzzed around in a 
cement truck. | never considered it 


could be interesting to me, to drive a 
cement truck. But it was great fun.” 


nitially, Sony had no interest in 

having the film released in 3-D. But 

“Avatar’s” success changed the 
studio’s perception of the technology, 
which has since been applied to 
everything from “Jackass” genitalia to 
the gore-caked death traps of “Saw.” 
After polite badgering by Gondry 
and Rogen, they agreed to do a post- 
conversion, a controversial technique 
that annoys viewers who believe a 
film must be shot in 3-D with special 
cameras on set for optimal results. 

Rogen disagrees. “I'd argue those 
people know absolutely nothing about 
filmmaking. Honestly, after doing this, 
I'd want to shoot every movie in 35mm 
and convert it to 3-D. | think it looks 
better. One might argue what you gain 
in 3-D you lose by shooting on video 
and with a limited range of lenses.” 

Gondry, who says he “loved” the 
process, refers to the technology 
almost as algebra. “It multiplies 
space by using geometry. The fight 
sequences, the action, are divided 
into three parts, then six, then 12. The 
screen will be dimensioned in a way we 
haven't seen before.” It’s expected that 
moviegoers will be impressed by what 
Gondry has dubbed “Kato-vision,” an 
image of the character kicking ass in 
hypnotic, slow-mo depth. 

“Anything you can do to add to the 
immersive, visceral elements of a 
movie is beneficial to the product if it's 
creatively embraced by the filmmakers,” 
Rogen adds. “| feel like if it’s in the right 
hands and the people are excited about 


: it, it can be great. If it’s in the wrong 


hands, it can be terrible 

“To me, it’s like green screen. It’s just a 
visual element. Some people argue you 
can’t shoot a convincing car chase ona 
green screen. I'd argue that’s bullsh--.” 

Rogen has found himself having to 
argue a lot lately. Last spring, movie 
gossip websites reported that Sony 
was unhappy with the film because of 
its eccentric tone; Rogen fired off an 
email dismissing the report as make- 
believe. “I'm somewhat of the thought 
that most of those sites have passed 
their point of relevancy. If they like a 
movie, it doesn’t mean it does well, and 
if they hate a movie, it doesn’t mean 
it does badly. | loved ‘Scott Pilgrim’ 
and so did those web pages, but guess 


UNDER THE HOOD 
BLACK BEAUTY 


Seth Rogen calls the decision to use 

the original 1960s Chrysler Imperial 

as the Green Hornet’s Black Beauty 

a “casting choice.” How important 

was it? Sony turned down lucrative 
product placement deals with major 
manufacturers in order to feature a 
50-year-old car. For that, the ride should 
get third billing on the marquee. 

Car coordinator Dennis McCarthy 
and his team hunted down a total of 27 
1964 to 1966 Imperials for the in 
locations that ranged from Washington 
to Canada. “We bought maybe three or 
four that were nice, clean, running and 
driving cars,” he says. “But the majority 
were rusted, un-restored, bad condition. 
We basically buy them and then go 
wreck them, so we didn’t want to waste 
money on nice cars.” 

McCarthy customized the vehicles to 
fit specific scene purposes: some had 
functioning weapons, while others were 
built for stunts. “We basically had one 
hero car that had everything on it—all 
the guns, missiles, interior. From that 
point, we have stunt cars that might 
have either all the interior or exterior 
stuff, plus 500-plus horsepower Chevy 
motors in them.” A few had to reflect 
the accruing damage the vehicle suffers 
throughout. “We might need a car that 
had only ‘level two’ damage, like a bullet 
hole or broken window. Then the second 
unit might need a ‘level six’ where the 
back is smashed in.” 

All but a handful of vehicles made it 
through the end of filming. That’s good 
news for the film’s Kato, Jay Chou, who 
happens to be a car collector that owns 
a 1990s-era Batmobile and has his eye 
on buying one of the Black Beauties. 

“1 could definitely help him with that,” 
says McCarthy. JR 
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what? It didn’t make a lot of money. 
‘Transformers’ was the most hated 
movie, yet was one of the biggest of 
the year,” notes Rogen. 

“Can you imagine why a studio would 
put so much money into a project 
they didn’t like?” Gondry asks. “That’s 
suicide. The studio has seen the film 
and loved it.” 


the biggest source of their doubt 
remains Rogen, who is closer to 

Michael Keaton than Christian Bale 
on the grimacing-hero scale. And it's 
not as though comedians in “serious” 
superhero films have a strong track 
record. (See: Richard Pryor in “Superman 
lll,” Rob Schneider in “Judge Dredd.”) 

“You have to have belief in people,” 
Gondry says. “Seth is an amazing actor. 
He shaped up for the film. | think he's 
done a great job. It’s like working with 
Jim Carrey for ‘Eternal Sunshine.’ He’s 
not a typical cool guy from Hollywood. 
| like the edge that makes a character 
more approachable.” 

Rogen’s “Pineapple Express” was 
well received for its action-comedy 
elements, although the actor is quick to 
clarify his Britt Reid is far more capable 
than an oppressed stoner. And already, 
several of The Green Hornet comics 
are beginning to take visual cues from 
Rogen’s pleasant expression and Kato’s 


f fans still don’t get the joke yet, 


GREEN PANELING 


A LOOK INSIDE THE HORNET’S 
COMIC ADVENTURES 


Kevin Smith’s Kato is not exactly Jay 
Chou’s Kato, and Jai Nitz’s Kato is not 
quite Bruce Lee’s Kato. Confused? 
Welcome to comics. 

Since production began on Sony’s 
“Green Hornet,” Dynamite Entertainment 
has enjoyed success with a line of tie-in 
titles that tackle various incarnations 
of the characters. Writer Nitz’s Green 
Hornet: Parallel Lives, on sale now in 
trade paperback, takes readers through a 
prequel series in line with movie continuity 
as Kato and Britt Reid discover their 
common bonds in different parts of the 
globe. Nitz’s ongoing Kato: Origins and 
Matt Wagner’s Green Hornet: Year One 
are set in the 1940s, while Smith’s limited 
series is based off his unused screenplay. 

“There are so many guys writing 


“Whattya meat yal didn’t like 
‘Pineapple Express’? Jame: 
wasSwesome in that shift 


mode of dress. “I pick them up and flip 
through them,” says Rogen. “What | 
think is cool is that some are getting 
them to look more like us in the movie. 
They added the white racing stripe to 
Kato's glove, | noticed, which is good 
for us. It gets it out there.” 

For his part, Gondry is notoriously 
selective about the genre projects that 
have been offered to him; he took a 
heavy interest in the character long 
before comic movies were fashionable. 
“The issue that troubles me is that 
they’re sleek and on the verge of 
fascism, the imagery and the meaning of 
vigilante. In this one, we don't have that 


| different iterations right now,” Nitz says of 


the franchise. “Fortunately, we’re all good 
friends, so it’s easy to have a conversation 


| about it. We also all have the same editor.” 


For both the prequel and the sequel 
(Aftermath, a five-issue miniseries out in 


: February), Nitz glimpsed the screenplay 


and tried to emulate star Seth Rogen’s 


§ voice. (Rogen also co-wrote the film.) 


at all. It's really a story about a friendship 
between two guys who are completely 
different. It brought me back to movies 
where the hero wasn’t typical.” 

So 13 years later, Gondry is ready 
to show audiences how a three- 
dimensional story can fit in nicely 
in a 3-D action movie. He says fans 
should forget the production's previous 
start-stop history and trust in his and 
Rogen's commitment. 

“It's like when you have a girlfriend,” 
Gondry says. “It doesn’t matter who 
she was with before—it’s who her last 
choice was. That's who you make the 
story with.” 


“lve been a fan of his for a long time, 
+ from ‘Ali G’ to “Undeclared,” Nitz says. 
: “When you read the comics, you should 
: be able to ‘hear’ Seth as the Hornet and 
: Jay Chou as Kato.” 

More is on the way says Nitz, especially 
if the movie hits: “Sony’s been happy with 
what we’ve been doing, so | wouldn’t be 
: surprised to see us continue.” JR 


Rick Schwartz got ‘Black Swan’ 
in steo and kept ‘Machete’ sharp 


ven with 15 movies under his belt, producer Rick Schwartz still 
geeks out about the job every once ina while. 
“I still remember meeting Martin Scorsese [on 2002’s ‘Gangs of New 
York’] and just kind of standing there and thinking, ‘I’m standing here 
with Martin Scorsese,’ and then | realized he was actually talking to me and I'd 
better say something or it'll be a very short career,” he says laughing. 
Schwartz's career survived—and then some. His latest movie, Darren 
Aronofsky’s psychological thriller “Black Swan,” starring Natalie 
Portman as an unhinged ballet dancer, is in now theaters. The veteran 
producer and former Miramax executive recently gave Wizard a peek 
behind his Hollywood curtain. 


“Darren, we knew each other socially and he sent me this script, 
Natalie Portman was already attached to it. It was originally set in 
the world of theater—a theater actress who thinks her understudy 
is trying to take over for her. There was just such an interesting 
dichotomy between something that’s so prim and proper and yet 
just horrific on the other side.” 


“[Robert Rodriguez] shoots everything in Austin, Texas, and he has 
this old airport that he’s converted into his own studio. It enables 
him to work very quickly. For a producer, it’s liberating because 
you can call someone who is a major actor—like Robert De 
Niro—and if we can only have him for one week, [Rodriguez] 
always finds a way to do it.” 


“| didn’t know anyone in the film business. | grew up in New 
York, and went to school for writing. [Miramax co-founder] 
Harvey Weinstein was really the first person | met in the 
movie business. | remember there was some kind of 

vague interview—I still don’t know what the job was for. 
We hit it off, and he said, ‘Great, you start on Monday.” 


“I’m doing a film that feels like it’s based on a graphic 
novel even though it’s not. It’s called ‘Black,’ and it’s 
about a guy who is, because of his particular training 
and his blood type, when you tattoo him...he’s able to 
rip the tattoos off his skin and use them as weapons. 
The script is great, now | can do what | do, which 

is get a major actor, get a major filmmaker and 
package the movie.” ETHAN SACKS 


We don’t know jack about 
ballet, but we do know it’s 
fun to say “tutu.” 


‘THE RITE’ 
STUFF 


Sir Anthony Hopkins flexes 
his inner exorcist in new FICK 


ven after five decades in the 

movie business, a knighthood 

and an Oscar, once in a while 

Sir Anthony Hopkins gets 
thrown off guard. 

In the upcoming psychological horror 
movie “The Rite” (opening Jan. 28), the 
72-year-old actor plays Father Lucas, 
an exorcist for the Catholic Church, and 
says he had a devil of a time filming 
one particular scene. It was during 
shooting of a particularly horrific 
exorcism sequence—briefly glimpsed 
during the film’s two-minute trailer— 
which required young Italian actress 
Marta Gastini to move with an inhuman 
jerkiness and spit up crucifix nails. 


,” Hopkins tells Wizard. 
was endless shooting that day, 
and | don’t know hi 
did that. It’s pretty 
does.” 
But it takes a lot more to scare off 
Hopkins from a project as meaty as 
tor Mikael Hafstrém’s “The Rite,” 
which he calls the most interest! 
rt he’s done in years. (Take that, 
‘Wolfman!”) He bristles at comparisons 
to the recent sp. ‘orcism movi 


that have possessed Hollywood studios. The power of Christ compels you to 
. = = check out Sir Anthony Hopkins in 
ot re supernatural ir “The Rite” (opening Jan. 28). 
“It's really a kind of deb: 


own 

But v 

that there’s no spinning head 
soup like the ‘Exorcist.’” 

What makes it er is that the 
movie is “inspired by true events,” told 
through the tical seminary 
student (colin O'Donoghue in his film 
debut), wh 


school at the Vatican. That’s w 
Hopkins’ Father Lucas, w lidliee of the Lambs 


It’s tough to keep one eye on two sons: 


Odin (Hopkins) must keep the peace 
between Thor (Chris Hemsworth) and 
Loki (Tom Hiddleston). 


actor describes as a rebel within 
the church. 

And that’s also when things all go to 
hell, so to speak. 

“There are strange manifestations 
that take place in some of the exorcisms 
which defy reason, which defy logic, 
so it certainly made me think,” 
says Hopkins. 

The film’s spiritual tone, however, 
ultimately didn’t lead Hopkins into any 
major soul-searching of his own. 


BREE 


“!'m not an intellectual, I'm an actor,” 
he says. “| have my own beliefs, and 
sometimes they waver. Sometimes | 
doubt and sometimes | believe, like all 
human beings.” 

Whether it’s Father Lucas or Odin in 


: the upcoming “Thor” (see sidebar), 
: Hopkins just likes to show up, know his 
: lines and do his job. Despite his stature 
: as one of the greatest living actors, 


Hopkins isn’t an alumnus of the school 


: Of method acting. He didn’t live among 
| real-life exorcists to nail the part. Horror, 
: comic book movies, art-house dramas— 
H they’re all the same to him, he says, as 


long the script is solid enough. 
One role he will not be tackling 


: anytime soon is a reprise of his signature 
: performance as cannibalistic serial 

» killer Hannibal Lecter, which won him 

: an Academy Award with 1991's “Silence 

| of the Lambs.” Hopkins still can’t walk 

| very far on the street without someone 

: bringing it up: “It’s okay, | have a good 

: laugh, but that’s over. | did that 20 years 


ago. So | don’t look back to the past.” 
Other than that, he’s still as chuffed 


| about acting as he was back when he 


was a young teenager from Wales who 


: knew exactly what he was going to do 


for a living after a chance meeting with 


: actor Richard Burton. 


“I've done everything I’ve wanted to 
do, it’s just the gravy on the top now,” 
Hopkins says. “They still want me to 
work, and that’s enough for me.” 


BEYOND THE 


ind ‘B’ Olivia when we were breaking the sto: 
y just an accident.” But, adds fellow Executive Producer Jeff 
ctually going to have a name for her si 
up, Pinkner and Wyman, “Fringe’s 
with Wizard about what we can expect when the Fox dr 
in its new Friday night timeslot at 9 p.m. 
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WIZARD: One of the recurring 
questions that “Lost” executive 
producers used to get is how much of 
the series arc is planned out... 
JEFF PINKNER: We know the 
beginning, the middle and the end. 
ich] n starts, we sit 
wn and talk about what we want 
of that season to be. 
And then within every sea: we have 
mythologies ir the Observer 
y, the First People mytholog 


The show's brain trust gives ‘Wizard’ a view from the 
Other Side as we look ahead to the series’ return 


And we have some—no pun on “Lost"”— 
escape hatches where we can still 
discover new things to pursue as we go 
along. 

J.H. WYMAN: We have an idea of where 
we would like the series to end, but 
getting there is half the fun. 

JP: | worked on “Lost,” [Executive 
Producers] Damon [Lindelof] and 
Carlton [Cuse] are good friends of 
mine, but there is a philosophical 
difference. We're more interested in 


revealing answers and then playing 
the consequences, which lead to 
new questions, as opposed to using 
questions as hooks quite as much as 
“Lost” did. 


JP: We knew before the season started 
what we were heading towards. And, 


to be honest, we had thought that the 
season would end two episodes before 
it did. Peter crosses over, end of season. 
We just decided to go further. 

JW: It just became clear to us it was a 
better decision to tell a little bit more 
of the story and have them come to the 
table next season knowing something 
that would be compelling 


we k 
JW: That's a great question. That's thi 
whole concept of the alternate universe 
that’s so fascinating to us because, you 
know, you make different choices, you 
end up ina different place. And yes, 
Walter could have ended up [like him], 
while maybe not as angry as Walternate 
because Walternate’s entire journey 
was adjusted when his son was stolen. 


Will both V 
the season 
JP: We don’t want to give that away. 


JW: [But] it is possible. 


JW: Joshua Jackson was like, 
“Awesome, | get to go play golf half 
the time.” He's really a team player, 
and | think that while everybody else 
is rejoicing that, “Hey, | get to play an 
alternate version of myself,” he was 
rejoicing in the fact that his character 
is actually, this season specifically, 
becoming so much more self-actualized 
and starting to sort of come into his 
own. 

JP: We have a really sincerely, 
wonderfully generous cast of actors. 
You know, “Lost” had the situation of 
“Hey, you're gonna get featured in an 
episode and then you might be kind of 
a background player for six or seven 
episodes...” 

JW: “...but don’t cut your hair.” 


| JP: Without besmirching Josh Jackson's 


reputation, he has a very odd view 


Alternate dimension sex is 
always the hottest, as Peter 
(Joshua Jackson) learned when 
he hooked up with Bolivia 
(Ania Torv). 


of brother and sister relationships to 
begin with. So the two aren’t mutually 
exclusive in his mind 

JW: [Laughs] That's cruel, Pinkner. 


JP: We won't be literally alternating 
back and forth. 

JW: But we will be there. 

JP: Telling stories in the alternate 
universe is one of the driving forces 


of this season. So Olivia or Bolivia or 
Fauxlivia or Altivia returning to the 
other side will not mean that that’s the 
end of the other side. 


JP: | think the big theme is what will 

be the fallout to our characters and, 

on the other side, to Olivia and Bolivia 
returning home. Olivia is a version of 
Rip Van Winkle. She comes home to 
realize that her life has gone on without 
her. The guy who she was just starting 
to like has had an affair with another 
version of her. What will that do to all of 
them? And, simultaneously, Bolivia was 
sent over here having been told that our 
side are all monsters bent on the Other 
Side’s destruction, and [she'll] see that 
that’s fundamentally not true. How will 
that affect her? <> 


Note to Clark Kent: If you wanna 
bea successful flasher, you must 
‘Be'naked under your trench coat! 


Six things we want to see on 
‘Smallville’ before it ends ey vames water 


ard to believe it’s already been a decade: After 10 years of ups and downs, 

“Smallville” comes to a close in 2011. The show's been riding high in its final 

season, drawing us in more than it has in years. But with the curtain finally 
dropping, there’s still a few more things we want to see on “Smallville.” 


They tease us and they tease us and 
they tease us. From glimpses of the 
cape flying by in episodes set in the 
future, to the gift-wrapped costume 
seen in the reflection of Clark’s eyes at 
the close of Season 9, we’ve come close 
but have never quite gotten a fully 
realized Super-suit on “Smallville.” With 
the show coming to an end, there’s 
really no excuse anymore. The show 
that was once ruled by a “no flights, 

no tights” dictum has to finally show 

us the tights. And, while we’re on the 
subject... 


Clark has flown before but only when 
he was evil (red Kryptonite, dontcha 
know). His cousin, Supergirl, flies. Even 
Jor-El flew when he visited earth in his 
teens. So what's Clark’s problem? It’s 
been discussed ad naseum on the show, 
and now it’s time to Superman up. 

Let's see Clark get somewhere without 
running real fast for a change, eh? 


Green Arrow has dated everything in a 
skirt on “Smallville”: Lois, Chloe, Tess. 
But his comic-continuity sweetheart, 


Black Canary, has been left on the 
sidelines. Now that Chloe is gone and 
Lois is with Clark, isn’t it about time for 
Ollie to plant his arrow in the Black? Oh, 
and Ollie? Grow a damn goatee already. 


Clark has met heroes and villains from 
all corners of the DCU. They've all but 
put the Justice League together with 
Martian Manhunter, Flash, Aquaman 
and others dropping by from season 
to season. We'd hate for the show to 
disappear forever before a chance 
meeting between Smallville farmboy 
Clark and billionaire orphan Bruce 
Wayne. 


Superman and Lex Luthor: One just isn’t 
as special without the other doggedly 
in pursuit. Sure, Michael Rosenbaum’s 
off the show, but couldn't the WB just 
back up a cash truck to his house to 
get our favorite “Smallville” villain back 
in action? As we fly towards the finale, 
all sorts of Lex clones keep popping 
up; why not give us the real deal? Or 

is Rosenbaum too busy awaiting the 
arrival of “Sorority Boys 2”? 


The big bad for Season Ten is 
Apokolyptian bad-boy Darkseid. So far, 
he’s only been seen as a cloud of deadly 
smoke. You're only going to make us 
happy if Superboy goes toe to toe and 
fist to fist with the real deal in all of his 
stone-faced malevolent splendor. © 


TRANSFORMERS PRIME 


Your best animated bets for 2011 


ike to ’toon in and drop out? The cartoon forecast for 2011 calls for plenty of 
m animated heroes. Here are some of the best bets. JUSTIN ACLIN 


DC’s teen sidekicks take center stage 
in this action-packed show that sees 
Robin, Superboy, Aqualad and the 
gang forming a black-ops taskforce to 
take on the villains (including Project 
Cadmus) the Justice League can’t. 
Look for plenty of teen drama, and 
mysterious new member Artemis to 
debut partway through the first season. 
(Cartoon Network, January) 


Talk about an all-star line-up—on screen 
and off! Brian Michael Bendis helps 
adapt the comic series that made him 

a superstar, along with writer/producer 
Paul Dini (“Batman: The Animated 
Series”) and executive producers Man 
of Action (the team behind “Ben 10,” 
including Joe Kelly and Joe Casey). 
Expect the spotlight to be on Spidey 
team-ups. (Disney XD, Fall) 


The ’80s favorite finally makes its grand 
return in this reboot from Warner 
Animation. This new take will feature 
redesigned Cats courtesy of Japan’s 
Studio 4C, with a slightly more serious 
tone but still plenty of humor (much of 


: Dex-Star on the small screen! 


the team worked on “Batman: The Brave 
and the Bold”). Plus, the original Lion-O, 
Larry Kenny, will be voicing Lion-O’s dad 
Claudus in several episodes! (Cartoon 
Network, Summer/Fall) 


Peter Cullen and Frank Welker once 
again voicing Optimus and Megatron 
is only one of the selling points of this 
new series—the cool CGI look of the 
characters, and a storyline devised by 
red-hot screenwriters Alex Kurtzman 
and Roberto Orci (“Star Trek”) is a big 
part of the appeal. 

(The Hub, airing now) 


THE ANIMA SERIES GREEN LANTERN: 
Bruce Timm (“Justice League ciilabitabs nga 
Unlimited”) goes CGI in this new series 
that draws heavily from Geoff Johns’ 
comic take on GL lore. That means 
expect to see other Lantern Corps, with 
Atrocitus and the anger-fueled Red 
Lanterns serving as the main villains of 
Season 1, with Sinestro and his Corps in 
the on-deck circle for the future. Fine 
by us! We can’t wait to see hate-cat 


(Cartoon Network, fall) 


SUMIMIEL 


efore becoming television's 

go-to killing machine, 

Summer Glau was a serious 

ballerina tip-toeing her way 
into Hollywood. 

With a dream of getting into acting 
but few prospects, it seemed like she 
was going to miss out on the one 
role that would have been perfect for 
her—as the prima ballerina on a 2002 
episode of “Angel”—since she was 
out of town for the dancing audition. 
But by the grace of Joss Whedon, she 
got herself into the acting half of the 
casting call 

“It was one of my very first 
acting auditions, and | thought | had 
done really badly,” Glau says. “I was 
embarrassed and ready to leave when 
they called me back in. 

“Joss said, ‘Do it with an accent this 


“Who's driving this 
ship anyway?” 


time.’ So | did it with a British accent. He 
said, ‘Where have you been hiding,’ then 
looked my résumé—and | had nothing 
on my résumé, [except] some local 
theater jobs in Texas. He said, ‘Paint Your 
Wagon, how could | have missed that?” 
And he cast me in the part.” 

The 29-year-old beauty has come 
a long way from San Antonio theater 
since that fateful audition: to the ends 
of the galaxy as a child-prodigy turned 


Ar 


assassin in Whedon's “Firefly” (later 
reprising her role as River Tam in the 
movie, “Serenity”) and to the post- 
apocalyptic future as a terminator in 
“The Sarah Connor Chronicles.” 

This spring she returns to the small 
screen on NBC's masked vigilante 
drama, “The Cape,” about an honest 
cop (“ER’s” David Lyons) framed for 
murder and presumed dead, who takes 
up the mantle of his son’s favorite 


“Your face BWNOEMODDERE When you 
make fun of my pirouettes.” 


comic book masked superhero to 
clear his name. Glau plays Orwell, an 
investigative blogger and potential 
ally to The Cape. But what fans really 
want to know about the midseason 
show (check your local listings for time 
and date) is will Glau get to kick as 
much butt as she has in her previous 
signature roles? “| wouldn't have it any 
other way,” she says, laughing. 
Executive Producer Tom Wheeler 
vowed to “put Orwell through the 
ringer. Obviously, the moment we cast 
Summer Glau, our profile in the comic 


book world just went through the roof,” 


says Wheeler. “Genre fans, comic book 
fans, like myself, are anxious to see 
what she does next. People are really, 
really devoted to her and with good 
reason. She's a fantastic talent.” 

It’s her dancing talent specifically 


Glau provides good hope 
to super-show ‘The Cape’ 


that has helped her physically and 
mentally step into her action hero 
niche. She trained intensively for six 
months before the cameras rolled on 
“Serenity,” just to nail River’s bar fight 
sequence—but that’s nothing compared 
to the discipline and physical toll it took 
to train for the ballet. 

What she likes best about her new 
series is that the hero doesn't rely on 
superpowers, but is trained by circus 
acrobats before he can begin his 
crimefighting career. Glau can relate: 
Heck, she probably could make a good 
real-life masked vigilante herself. 

“It's a fun show for me because 
coming from being a dancer and 
being from the world of acrobats and 
contortionists and magicians,” she says. 
“I mean, | have done all of that in my 
lifetime.” 
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GODDESS 


‘Spartacus’ star Lucy Lawless waxes on ancient 
history, naked ambition and revisiting ‘Xena 


roducer Robert Tapert (“Hercules,” “The Evil Dead”) has perfected a 
formula for television success: Ground real-life wife Lucy Lawless in her 
native New Zealand, put her in period clothing, and let the blood flow. 
It worked for “Xena: Warrior Princess,” Lawless’ iconic 1990s series that 
lasted six seasons, and it’s working for Starz’s “Spartacus: Blood and Sand.” 
After suffering a (seemingly) mortal wound at the end of the first season, her 
scheming Lucretia is back in “Spartacus: Gods of the Arena,” a six-episode prequel 


to the gladiator series premiering Jan. 21 at 10 p.m. EST. Lawless spoke with Wizard 


about working with family, gore and building a better merkin. 


LAWLESS: Really? 


Loads! In fact, that’s our aim—where the 
audience has to roll back their TiVo to 
fully comprehend what they just saw. We 
want to have at least one water-cooler 
moment every episode. And in some 
episodes, there are three where you go, 
“Oh, my God, I've never seen that on 
television.” 


Oh, really? That's not part of your regular 
routine? They’re slightly out of favor, | 
guess. As this mania for Brazilians wanes, 
they might come back into style. 


| think she and her husband Batiatus 
are still in the honeymoon phase. Life is 
full of possibilities, and the husbana’s 
really finding his groove in the business 
world. Then his father comes along and 


Just trashes it. My character, who always 
stands by her man, is very vexed by 

this father/son relationship. She hasn't 
produced an heir, and he just doesn’t 
think she’s up to the family standard. So 
she’s going to have to bow and scrape 
to get his affection. As you can imagine, 
that doesn't go over too well. 


Yes, it’s peculiar. In rare instances, 

the atmosphere can be strained. My 
daughter says, “There are some images 
you just can’t take back, mom.” [Laughs] 
You'd have to ask my husband. He 
doesn’t appear to be bothered by any 

of it. It’s part of the job, part of the 
storytelling. 


My husband? Oh, we do it all the time. It 
never looks as good as on “Spartacus,” 
though, If you're Kim Kardashian and 
you really produce your own sex tape, 
possibly with an eye toward releasing it 
someday, then you might look good. But 
for the rest of us poor schmucks, it’s an 
ugly affair. 


They're looking to recast Spartacus, and 
that’s Andy's wish, too. | thought that 
was genuinely heroic. He didn’t want it to 
vanish. He wants all these people to stay 
employed. He supports the show going 
forward and finding somebody else. He’s 
not replaceable, though. That's the truth. 
| think the audience will understand that 
this is the new Batman and it has no 
bearing on the old one. 


Are you surprised Hollywood hasn’t had 
4 crack at remaking “Xena” (above) yet? 
It should've been re. 

bizarre to me to waste 

franchise like that. 


Despite her injuries, will we see Lucretia 

in a sequel series? 

Well, | think she'll be hopping mad at 

Crixus [her attacker]. | don’t know if 
write at way, but if | were 


Dustin Clare is series 
new muscle 


With producers busy looking for a 
new Spartacus in the wake of actor 
Andy Whitfield's departure, fan: 
of Star Spartacus: Gods of the 
Arena” (Jan. 1) won't be without a 
star swordsman: Australian Dustin 

andals a 
the new gladiator on the 


Clare steps into the 

Gannicu 

block and the first champior 
of Capua 

He's quite suicidal, 


actually,” Clare 


laughs on a break from the set in 


New Zealand. "He doesn’t have much 


care or value for life as we know it. 
He’s a very detached individual. 
Clare, a veteran of Australiar 
cast when producer 
apert caught him onscreen 
rime drama “Underbelly. 


television, wa 
Rob 
in the 
After verifying he was in gladiator 
shape (“I swim a lot 
shipped to gladiator boot camp. “It 
was a lot of 
really steep learning curve 
with double swords,” he says.."! 
hadn't done any of this physical, 
action fighting stuff before. You dc 
get hit. Just yesterday, | got clipped 
in the head with a spear.” JR 


theactor wa: 


word training and a 
working 


Lucretia, | would be gunning for that 
mofo for the rest of my life. That would 
be my mission, to tear strips off him 
until he was nothing but a little blur in 


the sand. ( 


gers 


ev case 


ontrary to popular belief 

(and some message board 

loudmouths aside), comic 

book fans can be a relatively 
patient bunch when we want to be. 

It’s true—from our favorite monthly 

titles being delayed, to getting teased 
with clips and promos of upcoming 
superhero flicks oftentimes years in 
advance, our tolerance with the clock 
and calendar can be unmatched. Yet 
bring up Sony Online Entertainment’s 
highly anticipated MMO DC Universe 
Online (or DCUO for short) to the 
average fanboy, and watch how quickly 
our patience fades. 


Since the project was originally 
announced way back in early 2005, 
fans of MMOs and DC Comics alike have 
gobbled up any tidbits Sony would 
throw our way leading up to the game's 
original scheduled release: November 
2, 2010. However, less than a month 

out from that date, excitement turned 
into geek rage as we learned via press 


release that DCUO would be delayed 
“until early 2011,” and once again we 
found ourselves in familiar territory: 
waiting. 

Yet now here we are, five and a half 
years later, and DCUO is now scheduled 
for an “early 2011” release, according to 
Sony Online Entertainment (SOE)—but 
will our patience be rewarded with 
a game worth our time and, more 
importantly, our hard-earned cash? 

Sony recently invited Wizard down to 
its Austin, Texas-based offices to 
answer that question, and 


as to what fans can 
expect from the 
title both at 


gave us exclusive insight 


launch and in the coming months, as 
well as a sneak peek behind the curtain 
at the development process for 2011’s 
biggest comic-inspired video game. 


If you didn’t know any better, you might 
mistake John Blakely as just your typical, 


: soft-spoken yet enthusiastic gamer. But 
: scratch just beneath the surface, and it’s 
: clear DCUO’s executive director (basically 


the head honcho on the project) is a 


: take-no-guff Texan who we'd wager took 


the news about DCUO’s delay just about 
as poorly as most fanboys. 
“| don't enjoy working on games 
for five and a half years—| don’t think 
anybody does,” he quickly points out 
An eight-year veteran at SOE, Blakely 
has had plenty of experience when it 
comes to MMOs, most notably on Star 


| Wars: Galaxies and EverQuest I/, where 


he served as senior producer. And 
although he’s not shy about pointing 


: out his past successes, he makes it clear 
| that he’s learned much more from trial 
H and error, which he brought with him 


to DCUO. “In EverQuest /I, | felt like we 
had a game that was really strong 
at launch, but it kept getting better 
in live [play], and I'd ask myself 
why?” Blakely recalls. “Well, it was 
because all the pieces are there, 
you're playing the game, and 
you're all talking about it and 
focusing on improving what is 
there as quickly and rapidly as 
possible, so it provides the team 
a focus.” 
With his own experiences 
‘on EverQuest in mind, Blakely 
and his team developed what 
he referred to as an admittedly 
“crappy” MMO for internal use 
only, and from that point, the 
team at SOE worked their way up. 
“We're gotten comments from our 
beta testers saying it’s crazy that 
this is a beta, and that's because 
we've been running internal beta for 
years,” says DCUO Game Director Chris 
Cao, another veteran MMO developer. 
“With the delay, we get to take even 
more time with this, meaning everybody 
gets a better experience.” 
But just as important as having DCUO 
meet their own standards of excellence, 
the developers also had fans’ opinions 


: at the forefront of the process. “I could 
: not possibly calculate how much time or 


people have played this game,” recalls 


Jens Andersen, creative director on 
DCUO. "We've been to countless comic 
conventions and trade shows. We've 
had it in friends and family beta, closed 
beta, we have focus groups coming in 
constantly—we actually have a room 
here called ‘The Nexus’ where we bring 
in people locally just to play the game.” 
Another challenge the team at SOE 
faced was the fact that they were 
building an all-new genre of game—a 
hybrid of open world action (in the vein 
of Red Dead Redemption or Assassin's 
Creed) and real time MMO (like World of 
Warcraft). “Back when we first started 
this in 2005, a lot of people were talking 
about just making a regular MMO. We 
said, ‘That's not gonna make you feel 
like Superman or Batman,” explains 
Cao. “We're an action game for combat, 
because that's what gives you the 
superhero feel. | don’t want to be taking 
turns punching, | want to get in there and 
throw combos and do all the physics- 
based powers that we have. The funny 
thing is that, since we are the first game 
to do this, we’re now in a weird position 
where we have all this stuff, but | don’t 
think we've even fully realized it yet.” 
And if all that wasn’t enough, SOE also 
had to figure out how to make an MMO 
work on the PS3, something yet to be 
accomplished on that specific console. 


“We have something very special here 
that | think will open up a lot of gamers’ 
eyes on the [PS3] and introduce them 

to the MMO genre in a bigger way,” says 
Blakely. “Other people are targeting the 
platform or have targeted it, but haven't 
been able to get there. We are gonna get 
there, and I’m proud of that.” 


By now, most fans have seen the 
intro movie to DCUO (currently up at 
dcuniverseonline.com), a truly epic, 


| end-all, be-all battle between the most 


iconic heroes and villains in the DC 
Universe. The battle reaches its climax 
with Luthor victorious over the Man of 
Steel and the JLA, only to be interrupted 
by an armada of otherworldly ships 
under the command of Brainiac. The 
scene then transitions to the past, 
where Luthor—presumably visiting 
from the nightmarish future—attempts 
to explain the situation to DC’s Big 
Three (Superman, Batman and Wonder 
Woman), pleading for their combined 
efforts in order to alter the future. 
“Creatively, it’s interesting giving 
Brainiac the teeth he deserves,” says 


: Cao. “In the comics, he’s received all 


sorts of different treatments. But here in 
our game, he’s not only the Big Bad, he’s 
going after Earth because it’s the center 


of the Multiverse—he takes this, he wins. 
It's the ultimate endgame. So [DCUO 
Executive Producer] Jim Lee redesigned 
Brainiac with a tougher, cooler look, and 
now he’s more than just a Superman 
villain—he’s a universal villain.” 

But Brainiac certainly isn’t the only 
character fans will recognize from 
Lee’s trademark artistic touches—the 
superstar artist/DC Co-Publisher played 
a major role in every visual aspect of 
DCUO, from the hyper-realistic in-game 
movies, to the end game sequences, 
to the character design (both in terms 
of the icons as well as throughout 
the “create a character” aspect of the 
game—more on that in a bit). 

“Jim's actually a huge MMO fan, and 
he’d always been looking for something 
that really made you feel like a superhero 
to this MMO space, a really righteous 
translation,” says Cao. “There’s never 
been a better marriage of the comics 
and the gamemaking, because, hey, 
we're talking to the guys who are making 
the comics, so you can’t get any more 
legit than that.” 

Arguably, what most fans are eagerly 
looking forward to in DCUO is creating 
and developing their own unique 
character and introducing it to the online 
world, and in that regard, the game 
doesn't disappoint. In addition to basics 


such as character gender and alignment, 
DCUO offers hundreds of costume 
attributes, superhuman abilities, skill 
sets, and a “mentor”—an iconic DC hero 
or villain who will guide you through the 
process of becoming the next great DC 
character (online at least). 

“There's nods and notes to classic 
stories, but we didn’t try and explicitly 
recreate many of them because, at the 
end of the day, this is your story, this is 
your legend,” explains Cao. 

While all of this might make it seem 
like Sony has eschewed classic MMO 
gameplay in favor of more action, 
rest assured there’s plenty of online 
multiplayer missions and open world 
threats that will entertain even the most 
traditional MMO gamers—most notably, 
the “Alert System,” in which you and a 
group of friends are whisked out of basic 
gameplay into an area which requires the 
help of a team of do-gooders or baddies. 

“We have the entire DC Universe, so we 
have to show lots of places, and Alerts 
can take place anywhere from Area 51 
to Bliidhaven to a H.I.V.E. base on the 
Moon,” explains Cao. “You and your 
friends sign up for them, or you can just 
form a group of your friends and say, 
‘Hey, let’s try and take out Doomsday.’ 
It’s a really unique part of the game.” 

And lest you think DCUO will ever 


eS 


grow stagnant, the SOE team is Ls 
already brainstorming on Ze 
future downloadable oy" y 


content and missions, arriving as soon as 


+ amonth after the game is released. 


“Every month after [the game's 
release], we're gonna be releasing 
seasonal holiday content, like Valentine’s 
Day might have something, and 
then we'll do a new episode that’s 
permanently added to the game,” 
hints Andersen. “There will be all kinds 
of appearance items and gear and 
collections associated with that content 


: release, but that’s just the monthly 


update. We also have trimesterly 


: publishes planned, too, which are 


larger releases of content. For example, 
you'll see the Batcave at launch, so 
we're gonna need to do the Fortress of 


Pa 


Solitude at some point, right?” 
And while it’s clearly too early to talk 
about expansions, SOE top brass already 


: have plans as to how they'll decide 


where to take the game—they'll listen to 
the players and fans. 

“Once the game comes out and goes 
live, it’s really our customers who are 
gonna tell us what they like and what 
they don’t like, and that’s gonna shape 


: what kind of content we gravitate 
+ towards after release,” says Andersen. 


It goes without saying that five and a 
half years is a long time to be working 
on any piece of pop culture, but after 
playing the beta, it’s clear SOE didn’t 
waste a minute of that time. 

“You're never remembered for 


+ your launch date, but you're always 


remembered for what you launched, and 
you're often remembered a lot longer,” 
says Blakely. “With MMOs, what's really 


important is you've got to have a good 


foundation to build on.” 
Cao puts it in terms a lot of fans can 


! easier grasp—would you rather wait for 


a good game, or get a mediocre game 
based on a release date? 

“| think at the end of the day, you’d be 
more upset if the game was less than we 
could make it. That's what you'd really 

be upset about.” 


BUTLER DIDIT 


oe | Fe geek queen gives her 
oe | Pi for hot games in 2071 


ven with her hosting duties on G4’s “Attack of 
the Show” and performing various stand-up gigs, 
Blair Butler somehow finds time to check out all 
the video games you wish you could get your 
hands on. She put down the controller long enough to 
give us the rundown of what to look forward to this year. 


WIZARD: What title are you most psyched for? 
BUTLER: | can’t wait for Arkham City. / Jove the idea of a 
more open world environment for Batman to interact in. 
For me, Arkham Asylum is the first video game that took a 
comic property and did it complete justice in video game 
form. Their nods to the Grant Morrison/David McKean 
Arkham Asylum comic, there’s a Mad Dog Easter egg 

in the game that is just awesome and very scary. 

They just got everything right in [the first] game: 

The villains, the tone, the game engine. You can 

play it as an action game, but if you love the 

comic, there are all these little Easter eggs 

hidden in the world: Catwoman’s costume, 

the Mad Dog scrawled on the Amadeus 

Arkham sign—all the little things. 


What other games are you looking 
forward to? 

Dead Space 2. Loved the first one. Love 
survival horror. | think Isaac Clarke has 
the best suit design, the character 
design in the industry. It’s scary, it’s 
fun. [Also], Portal 2. The first Portal 
was hilarious; the second one—I'm so 
excited for it to come out, especially 
because GLaDOS is the villain and he’s 
hilarious. 


Do you play Rock Band at all? 

| have no rhythm! | can’t play any of 
‘em! | can’t play Rock Band, / can’t 
play Guitar Hero, /’m a terrible singer. 
We did two sketches on “Attack of 
the Show” called Fantastic Four: The 
Musical and X-Men: The Musical, and 
my singing was so awful, they were 
like, “There’s nothing we can do.’ | 
need to be Auto-Tuned. [Laughs] 


So you won’t be picking up any of the 
new music games this year? 

No, for the sake of those around me. It’s 
a public service. ANTHONY BENIGNO 


BY CASEY SEIJ, 


\ 


The'five gamés'that will Fock 
your consoles in 201] 


wenty-Eleven-looks:like another banner year for video 
games. What will be the titles everyone’s talking about this 
year? (Ya know, when they’re not zombied-out in front of 
their flatscreens playing them.) Here’re a few predictions. 


im City does 
1g to reverse our 
jons about clowns. 


“Nyuk, nyuk, nyuk!” Batman 
does his best Three Stooges bit. 


BATMAN: ARKHAM CITY (360, PS3 & PC) 

While Marvel may be calling the shots at the multiplex, DC has clearly 
taken a commanding lead in the video game department. Between 

DC Universe Online (see page 50 for details) and this ridiculously 
anticipated follow-up to 2009’s Batman: Arkham Asylum, it’s a good 
time to be a button-mashing DC fanboy. Little is known about what fans 
can expect from Arkham City, but it looks like the game will be an open 
world adventure (yes!) where a section of Gotham has been walled off, 
“Escape from New York”-style, and Bats must play Snake Plissken when 
things go very, very wrong. FALL 2011 


56 Wiz 


(360, PS3) 
Red Dead Redemption 
publisher Rockstar Games 
shifts its focus from the Old 
West to the gritty underbelly 
of 1940s Los Angeles with 
this film noir-inspired, 
open-world crime epic. 
Gamers assume the role 

of Cole Phelps, a gumshoe 
investigating a series of 
brutal crimes set in the 
Golden Age of Hollywood. 
This looks to be another 
incredible offering for fans of 
sandbox titles. SPRING 2011 


(360, PC) 
The third and final chapter 
of the Mass Effect trilogy 
will pick up right where 
2010's Mass Effect 2 left off: 
Expect to see the conclusion 
of the story of Commander 
Shepard and his crew and 
their ultimate showdown 
with the Reaper, who we 

last saw descending on the 
Milky Way. And if that’s not 
enough, ME3 is also rumored 
to have multiplayer, so who 
says the game's officially 
“over”? LATE 2011 


PIEMONKEY. 
COM! 


(360) 
Despite catching flak from fans impatient to get their mitts 
on the third (and potentially final) installment of arguably 
the best shooter available after a recently announced 
delay, it looks like the folks at Epic Games will not only be 
delivering the highly anticipated Gears of War 3 by possibly 
late summer, but given reports from beta testers, may 

have developed the end-all, be-all of first-person, cover- 
based shooting games. While always known for incredible 
multiplayer maps, Epic has reportedly upped its own ante 
with truly “alive” arenas, making taking out enemies that 
more difficult (and fun as hell). FALL 2011 


Minois Nazis? Captain America 
HATES Illinois Nazis! 


(360, PS3) 
Developer Next Level Games takes a page from Rocksteady’s 
Batman: Arkham Asylum, giving gamers all the fun of a 


: platforming game with some super-cool gameplay additions 


such as “Tactical Vision,” which allows Cap to see the battle 
heading his way. And if you don't think flinging Cap’s shield 
at Nazis will be a blast, please return your Nerd Card to the 
nearest drop-off center! SUMMER 2011 


| Stuff for your pleasure 
ees - 


DON'T WALK... 
RUN LIKE 
AN EGYPTIAN! 


DC UNIVERSE 
ONLINE STATUES: 
THE FLASH & 
BLACK CANARY 
If you think Jim Lee collectibles 
are the currency of cool, 
you'll wanna plunk down your 
greenbacks for this dynamic duo 
of statues based on his designs 
from the MMORPG, DCU Online. 
These JLAers hit shelves on 
June 22, 2011, and will set you 
back $85 each, but that’s a small 
price to pay for the most heroic 
bookshelf on your block. 


HORSEFACE/P/ 

| LOOK LIKE SARAH 
‘SS! p El 

sESEICA PARKER Hey, THe 

i HORSESHOE i 

FITS... we'll consider it a life well spent. Your money will also be well 


spent on this Bowen Designs Valkyrie statute—courtesy of 


@ VALKYRIE STATUE 
Seriously, when we die, if a Viking angel with a chainmail 


push-up comes to take us off to Valhalla on her flying horse, 


the main man Randy Bowen—based on the one-time 
Defender and current Secret Avenger. JANUARY | $190 
First appearance: Avengers #83 (1970) 


3 BOWEN BETA RAY BILL STATUE 
When Thor needs a buddy for Hammer 
Time, he calls Beta Ray Bill! This thunderous 


piece hits stores in February courtesy of y Pair it up with: Any Hulk, Doctor Strange, Namor or Silver 
Bowen Designs, and would make a perfect . Surfer statue for a killer Defenders lineup; mix it with Beast or 
9 addition to your Norse shrine just in time for Nova for an offbeat Secret Avengers roster. 
the “Thor” movie. Pass the mead already! J 
FEBRUARY | $200 


§ 
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Y - 


@ CATWOMAN DC X BISHOUJO STATUE 
In Japanese, bishoujo literally means, “pretty young girl.” 
An alternate translation could also be “scantily clad cat 
burglar,” which is what you get here when Kotobukiya 
teams up with DC for this import version of Batman's 
No. 1 feline fatale, Catwoman. For this titillating slice of 
cheesecake, we can only say: Domo arigato, Kotobukiya. 
MARCH | $59.99 


READY FOR LION-O 
come 26 (STATUE 
OC : With the new 
“ThunderCats” 
cartoon debuting ve 
this year, a whole f ' 
: new generation of 
: fans will fall prey to | 
: Cat scratch fever. % 
* (Nuge!) Get ahead 
of the curve with 4 
this ultra-limited 
Lion-O statue 
from Pop Culture 
Shock/Sideshow 
Toys. The head of 
the ThunderCats’ 
pride can be yours 
in March for $350, 
7 a mere pittance 
With two major comic movies looming later this year—"Captain America: The First Avenger” and 


“Thor"—it's no wonder Marvel's rolling out the requisite toy tie-ins. Look for a while slew of related to be ki ng of your 
plastic goodies, including Loki, Thor, Cap and Crossbones, starting in MARCH. | PRICE TBD ? collectible jungle. 


HASBRO’S THOR & CAPTAIN AMERICA TOY LINES 


STAR WARS DARTH VADER 
ARTFX+ STATUE 
Build a better Darth Vader with Kotobukiya's Artfx+ statue, a 
pre-painted kit that you snap together yourself! (Hey, arts and/ 
or crafts are better than Scattegories night with the ‘rents.) 
You don’t even need skill or glue for that matter—just snap it 


together with the Force! (Of your fingers, that is.) MAY | $44.99 


MEZCO’S SCOTT PILGRIM FIGURES 
The next best thing to winning Ramona Flowers’ heart against 
her evil exes would be putting these Scott Pilgrim figures on 
your shelf. Help diffuse a lukewarm box office and show what a 


sensitive rocker you are come 
APRIL | PRICE TBD 


"LL SIDEKICK 
YOUR GROIN 
YOU CALL ME THAT 
AGAIN! 


ualad, Kid Fla: 


SUPERHERO 
KEYBOARDS 


Home row gets a lot 
more comfy with your 
favorite costume crusaders 
staring back at you. 
SuperheroStuff.com 
has these kickass Marvel 
keyboards available now 
that should spice up your 
operating systems. Finally, 
home computing has 
something to geek 
out about! 

ON SALE NOW | $54 EACH 


Etsy.com and order dire 


REBAGZ 
MESSENGER BAGS 
For those fashion-conscious 
fanboys and girls who also worry 
about the environment, Rebagz 
has the laptop carriers for you. 
Made from recycled juice packs, 
these hand-woven bags boast a 
padded lining, several pockets 
and compartments, and come in 
two eye-catching styles: Silver 
and Multicolor. Order directly 
from Rebagz.com! 
ON SALE NOW | $160 each 


'M A SYMBOL 
OF LIBERTY, BUT 


APPS 


(Droid) 

Go deep into the best Star Wars flick with this free 
app that lets you view clips and goof with sound 
effects from the movie, play trivia and a Bounty Hunter 
scavenger hunt and get access to the Star Wars 
news feed. The only thing it can't do? Outrun the 

Millennium Falcon. Free to download, but 
to unlock certain content. 


(IPHONE/IPAD/IPOD TOUCH) 
Take out that commuter frustration the 
proper way: By shooting the hell out of 

enemy combatants till the streets run 
red with blood! GameLoft’s highly rated 
first-person shooter boasts amazing 
graphics and addictive gameplay; get 
STRIKES BACK Cae 


(IPHONE/IPAD/IPOD TOUCH) 
This app won't make you any smarter 
or improve eye-hand coordination, 
but it will trick your mind into seeing 
anyone naked! That's right: With this 
nifty Bubbler effect, any pic can be 
transformed into a titillating nude. Just 
don't upload grandma's photo album 
to your PDA 


63 


VAMPIRELLA 
POSTER 


Given your past history, 
you’re more likely to 
be bitten by a vampire 
than get a hot chick 
like Vampirella in your 
pad. Now you can 
prove that statement 
wrong—technically— 
with this 6-foot-tall 
AOth anniversary 
Jose Gonzalez door 
poster from Dynamite 
Entertainment. Frame it, 
hang it...just don’t try to 
seduce it. $39.99 


HORROR MOVIE BATH SET 


Are you some kind of psycho? That's what your few 
friends and remaining a 


BACTERIA ASSASSIN 
TOOTHBRUSH SANITZER 
Here’s something to keep in 
mind: Most average people store 
their toothbrush about six feet 
DOCTOR WHO TALKING TARDIS COOKIE JAR from where they poop. To make 
Exterminate, exterminate...” those snickerdoodles and sure you don't give yourself 
Chips Ahoy with the deadly efficiency of a Dalek! You'll 


trench mouth or influenza, hire 
be the Time Lord of your kitchen with this Talking Tardis he Ninja Bacteria Assassin to kill 
Cookie Jar, which makes plenty of authentic “Who” 


the germs on your toothbrush! 
sound effects as you chow down on sleeves of Oreos. (We're pretty sure it involves 
$26.99 | http://www.thinkgeek.com UV lights and throwing stars.) 
$36.99 


TAUNTAUN 
SLEEPING BAG 
For your next sleepover or 
camping getaway, stow the 
plaid survival gear and let 
your freak flag fly when you 
crawl inside this Tauntaun 
Sleeping Bag. Warmer than 
the intestines of the real 
thing and without that 
annoying bowel smell! 
$99.99 


Face it: For a lonely bachelor like you, pretty much every night 
is pizza night. When you’re slamming down that much Boboli, 
you need the right tool for the job: This kitchen utensil will slice 
through slices like a full spread of photon torpedoes! Set your 
Enterprise pizza cutter to Warp 10 and cut down that extra 

large pepperoni, Ensign. 


SUPERHEROIC SHIRTS 
True, T-shirts do nothing 
but cover up what we most 
want to see on our ladies. 
But here’s a trick: Always 
buy a size or two smaller to 
accentuate her assets! 
$23.99 each 
www.SuperheroStuff.com 


BAGS TO RICHES 
Nothing asserts your 
individual identity like the 
bag you carry. Tell folks how 
“super” you are with these 
over-the-shoulder items. 
Wonder Woman Recycled 
Shopper Tote $14.99 
www.SuperheroStuff.com 


Purple is a hot 
color this year, and 
while we're not sure 
what a Capri is, we 
think it’s something 
ladies wear to bed. 

Besides the eye- 

catching Bat-logo, 
these pants boast a 
satin drawstring and 
real lace trimming. 
Sounds like 
something we can’t 
wait to take off... 


This cuff-style bracelet boasts 
paper beads made from various 
black and white comics. If that 
doesn’t say, “Wearing this 
bracelet makes you my fangirl,” 
we don’t know what does. 


THESE BOOTS 
ARE MADE FOR 
WALKING 
Whether dressing 
up for a classic 
comic book 
masquerade ball 
or simply spicing 
up your regular 
date night, show 
off your super- 
gams in these 
gloriously sexy 
patent leather 
superheroine 
boots: There's 
Wonder Woman's 
signature footwear 
(in both 3-inch 
and 5-inch heels) 
as well as thigh- 
high high-heeled 
Catwoman boots. 
Order online from 
SuperheroStuff. 
com. 
$42.99 each 


IF IT’S HOT, IT’S HERE! 


SPIDEY SUPER- 


eb Wells had a great 2010, wrapping up while also. making New Mutants a big-time hit 
his time on Amazing Spider-Man with the for,Marvel. 
critically acclaimed storyarc “Shred”—aka the While Wells might not be writing Spider- 
reintroduction of the Lizard as a true badass— __, Man for now, he left a definite mark on the 
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FEATURING: SPIDEY'S BIGGEST 
(ONOEST, OREATEST BATTLE, AS 
fe arracks 
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Spider-Man and Punisher take-on' Moses Magnum 
“Spidey and, Punisher, two tastes that.go together 
like. chocolate and burnt hair. How did Gerry-Gonway 
and.Ross Andru [handle it]? They bonded over a 
video of Moses Magnum killing Women and children 
witha FACE-MELTING NERVE GAS!” 


The first appearance of the Sinister Six 
“Either this was the first comic | ever read)or the 
first comic | remember reading, All of Spidey’s best 
villains in one issue. This is the dream,team. Now 
that Kraven’s back, hopefully they,will reunite with 
each other sometime down the road.” 


JMS’ first arc 
“A master class on) 
how to open a run: 
New characters are 


Joe Kelly’s 
Hammerhead 
“Every page Wasvhilariously 
funny, immensely brutal 
‘or unbelievably creative— 

often all three at the same 
time.” : 


“Severance Package” 
This issue is one of the 
reasons | never worked 
for organized crime. 
That, and the fact that 
No one is stared of me.” 


“The Child Within” 
“When | read this story 
15 years ago, | cried like 
a baby. Over a character introduced, and new 

named Vermin who #s.questions are asked that 

looks like a giant rat”! would pay off for years.” 


STORIES 


character this year, so we asked him fora top 
ten list of influential stories that helped shape 
his take on. the Wallerawler. 


Todd McFarlane does Spider-Man 

“Lwas hooked. | still remember those heady days 
waiting to see how he would redesign Spidey’s 
rogues’ gallery. His depiction of Mary Jane had 

nothing to do with it, because I'nvabove stuffilike 


Brian 
Michael Bendis’ firstarc 
“For fans notalive in 
1962, it was exhilarating 
to relive Spidey's 
origin through Bendis’ 
impeccable POV.” 


“Kraven’s Last Hunt” 

“Did | read ‘Kraven’s Last Hunt’ because | was a depressed child, or was | a depressed 
child because | read“Kraven’s Last Hunt’? How did J.M. DeMatteis and Mike Zeck turna 
comic book intova dread delivery system aimed at making kids watch a crazy guy eat 
spiders? This arc built a mood so effectively, and it managed to convey without words 
the estrangement Spider-Man caused im’Pete and MJ’s marriage. Brilliant stuff.” 


“New Ways to Die” 
“Dan Slott threw down, 
the gauntlet, and. John 
Romita-drpicks [it] up 
‘and beats the readers’ 

eyes half to death.” 


Comic fans have known for 
years how great The Walking 
Dead is, but now that it’s hit 
the mainstream courtesy of 
AMC, we asked retailers if it 


was becoming an even bigger 


hit on shelves. “This may 

be the first movie/TV tie-in 
that has caused increased 
sales in books,” Richard 
Morgan of Richard’s Comics 
& Collectibles in Greenville, 
S.C. At Ithaca, New York's 
Comics for Collectors, Tim 
Gray reports that they are 
seeing an increase in the sales 
for the collected editions, but 
no change on the monthly. 
Sarah Jackson at Arkham 
Comics in Blytheville, Ark., 
notes that her store is, “not 

a big horror comic store, so 
Walking Dead hasn't been a 
big seller here. But the people 
who have been getting it 
have always been very vocal 
about what a great book it is. 
[The week the piloted aired], | 
had people who never pick up 
horror titles ask about it.” 


Rumor has it that the original 
title for this series was to be 

Astonishing Spider-Man/Iron 
Man, and the lack of Carnage 


‘on the cover of the first issue 
certainly seems to back that 
up. The question we had for 
retailers was: Did the title 
change (if there was indeed 
one) help or hurt? “Spider- 
Man be damned—Carnage 
#1 sold because of Carnage,” 
reports Damon Savage 

of Earth Prime Comics in 
Burlington, Vermont. “For 
us, Marvel switching the title 
was the best move they could 
have made: I've got stacks 

of Astonishing Spidey and 
Wolvie that | can’t sell.” Alex 
Johnson of Treasure Island 
Comics in Fremont, Calif., 
disagrees, though based on 
sales at his shop: “Ah, apathy 
is the killer. [We had] very 
little interest in this book, 


: outside of the handful of 


hardcore Carnage fans that 


: | have as customers. A bit of 


a whiff so far.” Dan Jacka of 


2 
Walking Dead 


\ 


Phoenix’s All About Books 

& Comics thinks the title 

has nothing to do with it, 
regardless: “This is a book for 
"90s fans, which means it’s 
completely inaccessible to 
someone like me.” 


Down from three-weeks- 
per-month to biweekly, 

does less mean more for 
Amazing Spider-Man? Gerald 
von Stoddard of Coast City 


1 Comics in Portland, Maine, 


thinks so. “Spider-Man 
sales are always steady, and 
it seems more and more 
people are joining in at only 


: twice a month.” Brandon at 


Edmonton's Wizard's Comics 


Amazing Spider-Man 


Carnage 


and Collectibles is not sure 
yet, but he is hopeful. “Those 
who were in the anti-‘One 
More Day’/‘Brand New Day’ 
camp are still haters, and 
the lovers are still lovers. I'm 
just hoping to goose sales 

a bit by convincing a few 

of the ‘anti’ customers into 
getting hooked on the ‘new’ 
era—because the stories 
have been great, and Dan 


+ Slott is pretty awesome.” At 


Hampton, Virginia’s Heroes 
and Villains, Richard Trinkle 
tells us that, “many customers 
are requesting the title be 
put back on their list,” but for 
John Scandalios of Queens, 
New York’s Crazy Scondo’s, 
the drop from three to two is 
a loss rather than a gain. MAH 


SADDLE UP, 
KIDS! WE'RE OFF 
TO THE S&M 
CLUB FOR SOME 
PONY PLAYS 


Helibiscuit 


A re you still looking for a truly unique gift for that geek 

in your life? Well, there’s nothing more unique out there 
right now than Jodi Moisan's customized My Little Pony figures. 
Moisan has begun auctioning off one per month through eBay, 
with all proceeds going to charity. Here are a few of Moisan’s 
favorites, and for more ponies, along with information on how 
to buy them, head to JodiMoisan.com. MAH 


| NEVER 
TAKE MY 
SKATES OFF. 


(a BIG TICKET ITEM OF THE MONTH 


492,937 


Price paid at auctuion, in U.S. dollars, 
for a copy of Detective Comics #27, the first 
appearance of Commisioner Gordon 
(oh, and also Batman). 


We thought these things were supposed to be rare: Another copy of Detective Comics #27, 
Batman's first appearance, sold recently at auction, and although it didn’t fetch a record price, 
84-year-old Robert Irwin scored a cool $492,937 for his copy. That seals it: We're going through 
grandma's basement ASAFP! THE WIZARD STAFF 
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THE KILLING JOKE 
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THE MAN WHO LAUGHS 
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lave we reached a point where 
$500K is no big deal for 
Golden Age keys? That seems to 1 TH 


E2NEW 

be the case, Action Comi var 
e the case, as an Action Comics MU. (ae NW 
"Ti A 


#1 in 5.0 goes for $436,000, and 


ame. = no one bats and eye. Just a year 
56 sloth var. ago, that would have been a 
‘ab sketch var. 


record. 

What's even more noteworthy 
is how expensive Copper Age 
keys—roughly, from when Marvel 
and DC began offering comic- 
shop-only titles and ending with 
the dawn of Image Comics—are 
becoming. The latest obscene 
price? A New Mutants #98, a 
signature series 9.8 signed by Rob 
Liefeld, fetching $6,601. MAH 
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Previously: New Comics, then New 
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